
May 2, 2007
The Honorable Michael W. Reynolds
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Aviation and International Affairs
U.S. Department of Transportation
400 7th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C.  20590-0003
Dear Secretary Reynolds:


It has come to my attention that Hagerstown Regional Airport has submitted a proposal for a Small Community Air Service Development Grant to market the airport to the community.

Hagerstown Regional Airport- Richard A. Henson Field (HGR) located in Washington County in Western Maryland, is a short-haul primary commercial service airport situated just south of the Maryland/Pennsylvania state border.  Seventy-five miles north-east of Baltimore and 175 miles southeast of Pittsburgh, the airport is easily accessible from nearby U.S. Interstate 81.


For the past four years, HGR’s main runway has been the focus of a significant airport improvement project.  Airfield operations have been severely impacted by this project.  However, once completed, this critical infrastructure will serve as a catalyst for increasing public utilization of the airport.  

Funding from a Small Community Air Service Development Grant in the amount of $100,000.00 per year over three years would allow the management of HGR to reestablish and grow commercial air service by marketing the airport to the community as useful for business, leisure, governmental, and academic purposes.  They will do so through a number of initiatives including; the launch of a website; traditional advertising; events; and student tours.  The effort will strengthen the economic impact of the airport to the community and the region.

I would respectfully request your full consideration of the Hagerstown Regional Airport proposal, in accordance with established policies and procedures.  

          Sincerely,
 A  

          Benjamin L. Cardin

          United States Senator
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