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March 15, 2007

Dennis J. DeVany, Chief

Essential Air Service Division, X-53

Room 6401

Office of Aviation Analysis

Dept. of Transportation

400 7th St. SW

Washington, DC  20590 

Dear Mr. DeVany:

The community of Delta County and Delta County Airport has considered the bid offers of Great Lakes and Mesaba Airlines Essential Air Service.  We are convinced that Mesaba presents the opportunity for growth.  

In 2000, before Delta County became an EAS community, the airport supported enplanements of over 20,000.  There have been no major economic changes in the area since then.  The current air carrier, Midwest Connect, with service to Milwaukee, increased its boardings after they became the EAS carrier to a level just under 10,000. The clientele who use this airline to reach their destination have been pleased with Midwest’s customer service but many citizens and business members of the community are unable to get where they need to go efficiently and are forced to make other complicated arrangements. This is having a negative impact on the economic well being of our community.

With nonstop service to Detroit in a Saab aircraft and connections to the world this community will have the opportunity to grow and make full use of its essential air service. Mesaba Airlines serves the state of Michigan and will provide this community with the vitally needed access to the rest of the state.

Thank you for providing us the opportunity to comment on this matter and we appreciate your consideration.

Sincerely,

Connie Ness 

Delta County Airport Manager

