May 18, 2006

Chief Dennis J. DeVany

Essential Air Service Division, X-53

Room 6401

Office of Aviation Analysis

Department of Transportation

400 Seventh Street, SW

Washington DC  20590

Dear Chief DeVany:

As Mayor and on behalf of the Scottsbluff City Council I wanted to respond to your invitation to submit our views on Essential Air Service for the Western Nebraska Regional Airport.  We have carefully considered the proposals submitted.  After discussing the various aspects of each option, it is our recommendation to award service to Great Lakes and their three daily, round-trip option.  

We believe that this best fits the travel patterns and demands for the majority of our citizens as well as providing a competitive fare.  We note that the specific airline connections in Denver are a critically important element in this option represented by United and Frontier.  

In an effort to respond to your request for a priority list of options; we found the limitations in the other proposals did not lend themselves to adequate levels of service.  Thus we are not able to offer a second choice.  

As a regional hub of economic activity for the panhandle of Nebraska, the City of Scottsbluff, and our airport, attract residents from an expansive area.  These residents represent a broad array of travel needs.  In our opinion, the other options proposed simply do not meet the basic needs of the area served.  Business travel is particularly important given our relatively isolated location.  We think the Great Lakes option will most adequately serve the business needs of our community and environs.

While not related to specific carriers, as EAS dollars become increasingly limited we consider our new terminal and related capacity as one that has the potential to provide EAS service to other communities in the region as well.  We are not inclined to advocate for changes in delivery of EAS services at this time but do understand the need to constantly evaluate the efficiency of the overall system.

We want to thank you for your interest in our opinion and look forward to your decision. 

Sincerely,

Mayor David Boeckner

City of Scottsbluff, NE

