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ANSWER OF THE METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AIRPORTS AUTHORITY

The Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority hereby submits an answer to the Application of United Airlines, Inc., for renewal of its exemption authority to provide service between Washington, D.C. and Cancun, Mexico.  The Authority supports United’s Application. 


1.  The Authority is the proprietor of Washington Dulles International Airport.  United provides daily nonstop service between Washington (Dulles) and Cancun.  The route is not otherwise served from Washington except by USA 3000 from Baltimore Washington International Airport.  The route is popular with travelers from Washington Dulles and has consistently achieved high load factors. United, which serves the market with A320 Aircraft, intends to introduce its low-fare Ted product in this market November in which should further benefit consumers in the Washington metropolitan region. 


2.  The Authority has provided substantial facilities for United to conduct this service.  The Authority and United have heavily invested in aircraft ramp and ground support facilities, baggage handling facilities and passenger handling facilities, including facilities for Customs and Border Patrol.


3.  The Authority believes that United is operating this service in complete accord with the terms and conditions of the authority granted it by the Department in this exemption and under its various certificates.  The Authority is aware of no countervailing reason or contention that would indicate that United is not adequately serving this market or is not in compliance with the terms of the exemption.


WHEREFORE, because United’s service is a benefit to the traveling public and for the other reasons set forth herein, the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority urges the Department to renew the exemption authority for United Airlines to serve Cancun, Mexico from Washington for a minimum period of two years.






       
     Respectfully submitted,
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Date: July 18, 2005

CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this date served a copy of the foregoing answer of the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority in support of the application by the United Airlines, Inc. for renewal of an exemption on all persons named on the attached Service List by causing a copy to be sent via email or first-class mail, postage prepaid.
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