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By letter dated March 7, 2005, Homer Air, Inc. filed information relating to its continuing fitness in anticipation of activating the Certificate awarded by Order 2004-7-7.  Over eight months have passed since that Order was issued, and the information is not sufficient and is possibly misleading as to the current fitness of Homer Air.  During the interim, Homer Air has been providing commercial air service, but there are no current financial reports to demonstrate current fitness or experience.

On page 2 of its filing, applicant states: “Homer Air’s operating plans have not significantly changed since the Show Cause Order.  Homer Air has, however, made the decision to terminate commercial operations with its Britain (sic) Norman Islander BN-2A aircraft and operate exclusively with Cessna C206 aircraft to realize the long-term efficiencies of operating only one aircraft type.”

Apparently the decision to terminate commercial operations and realize the efficiencies of a single aircraft type operation was made on September 23, 2004, when Homer Air crashed its BN-2A on a remote beach near Hallo Bay on the Alaska Peninsula.  As shown in Appendix A, the NTSB accident report, the aircraft had seven persons on board when it attempted a beach takeoff with winds reported at 30 knots with gusts to 50 knots.  In the crash, the one wing was torn off and the fuselage split open, landing in about 2-1/2 feet of water.  Two people were seriously injured and two people incurred minor injuries.  All occupants were rescued by Coast Guard helicopter.

Clearly this is a salient fact which the applicant has concealed or failed to disclose.  Furthermore, the number and nature of injuries raises the question of potential financial liability and effect on the financial position of the applicant.  As a matter of formality, applicant did not include a certification as required by Department regulations.

CERTIFICATION

The contents of this response and the attached exhibit are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.  Pursuant to title 18, United States Code section 1001, I, in my individual capacity and as the authorized representative of the applicant, have not in any manner knowingly and willfully falsified, concealed or failed to disclose any material fact or made any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or knowingly used any documents which contain such statements in connection with the preparation, filing or prosecution of the response.  I understand that an individual who is found to have violated the provisions of 18 U.S.C. section 1001 shall be fined not more than $10,000 or imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

WHEREFORE, Smokey Bay Air, Inc. respectfully requests that the Department deny or rescind activation of the certificate of Homer Air, Inc. until it has provided a full description of the September 23, 2004 accident, and complies with 14CFR204.3(q), and certifies the accuracy of its filing.

Respectfully submitted,

Smokey Bay Air, Inc.

__________________________

By Claire McCann, Its President

March 24, 2005

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day served, by first class mail, postage prepaid, the foregoing Response of Smokey Bay Air, Inc. re supplemental filing of Homer Air, Inc. upon the following persons shown in the following service list.

____________________

Claire McCann

March 24, 2005

Dana Pruhs, President

Homer Air, Inc.

2190 Kachemak Drive

Homer, AK  99603

Ken Acton

Application Agent for Homer Air, Inc.

2528 Douglas Drive

Anchorage, AK  99517

Mike Bowers

Principal Operations Inspector for Homer Air

FAA Flight Standards District Office -03

4510 West International Airport Road

Anchorage, AK  99502

Steve Deaton

USPS, Western Area DNO-Anchorage

P.O. Box 199781

Anchorage, AK  99519

Manager, Homer Airport

2156 Kachemak Bay Drive

Homer, AK  99603
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On September 23, 2004, about 1100 Alaska daylight time, a Britten-Norman BN-2A 

airplane, N6522T, sustained substantial damage when it collided with terrain 

during takeoff initial climb from a remote beach area near Hallo Bay, Alaska, 

about 65 miles northwest of Kodiak, Alaska. The airplane was being operated as a 

visual flight rules (VFR) cross-country air taxi flight under Title 14, CFR Part 

135, when the accident occurred. The airplane was operated by Homer Air Inc., 

Homer, Alaska. The commercial certificated pilot and one passenger received 

minor injuries; two passengers received serious injuries, and the remaining 

three passengers were not injured. Visual meteorological conditions prevailed, 

and a VFR flight plan was filed to Homer. The flight originated from a beach 

area located along the Alaska Peninsula, about 100 miles southwest of Homer.

During a telephone conversation with the National Transportation Safety Board 

(NTSB) investigator-in-charge (IIC), on September 23, the director of operations 

for the operator reported that the twin-engine airplane was departing Hallo Bay, 

Alaska, where a remote wilderness lodge is located. The takeoff area on the 

beach is oriented north/south. The director of operations said that the pilot 

began the takeoff with gusty wind conditions blowing about 20 knots from the 

west. He said that the airplane encountered windshear and descended to the 

beach, and came to rest partially in the ocean tidal area. The right wing was 

torn off the airplane, and the fuselage was torn open. The director of 

operations indicated that Hallo Bay Wilderness Lodge personnel provide weather 

reports via satellite phone for the landing/takeoff area.

In the Pilot/Operator Accident Report, (NTSB Form 6120.1) submitted by the 

pilot, the pilot reported that when he departed Homer about 0930, the wind as 

reported by lodge personnel was from the west about 20 knots. When he arrived at 

the lodge about 1040, the wind was from the west about 30 knots, with gusts to 

50 knots. As he was departing from the beach, the pilot indicated that about 20 

feet agl, a strong gust of wind, or a downdraft, hit the airplane. The airplane 

descended and the left wing collided with the beach, which spun the airplane 180 

degrees. The pilot said the airplane came to rest in about 2 1/2 feet of water.

Search and rescue personnel from the U.S. Coast Guard Air Station, Kodiak, 

responded to the accident site, and transported all of the occupants to the 

hospital in Kodiak.

