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January 6, 2005






Re:
Request for Comments








Docket OST-2000-6945








Various Kodiak Island Locations

Dennis DeVany, Chief

Essential Air Service Division

Department of Transportation

Office of the Secretary

400 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, DC  20590-0001

Dear Mr. DeVany:

We offer these comments to the docket OST-2000-6945 in response to your Essential Air Service Order and other correspondence.

Our Statutes and Regulations allow us to evaluate the fitness of the air carrier applicants.  We have done such and find both Island Air and Servant Air to be fit.  We are not aware of any extenuating circumstances that would prevent either applicant from fulfilling the requirements of the EAS proposal.  However, our office recommends Servant Air for the following reasons.

We sent a letter to the docket on October 14, 2004 questioning the block pilot hour costs in the Island Air proposal.  Island Air has not responded to our concern.  The Servant Air proposal is in line with what we would expect for this line item.  We do acknowledge that Island Air dropped the total price of their proposal, but they did not detail where these cost savings would occur over the initial proposal.   

Several items in the docket related to the two types of aircraft proposed, the Cessna 206 vs. the Cessna 185.  We agree that the Cessna 206 is a better aircraft for loading and unloading, but restate the fact that the Cessna 206 is effectively a one-door aircraft for egress during emergencies if the flaps are blocking the rear doors.  With special training these doors can be opened with the flaps down, but we doubt the average passenger can perform this operation.  We note the addition to the proposal by Island Air to supplement their fleet with a chartered turbine DHC-2.  We do not see this addition as a make or break item.  The request for service from the EAS office sets the minimum service level and either the carrier or the residents can charter additional aircraft to provide supplemental service should the need arise.

The Alaska DOT&PF is working closely with the FAA to try and improve the overall safety record of aviation in Alaska.  During various business trips to Kodiak Island we have ridden with all of the air carriers and watched carefully air operations around the Island.  On a recent trip we decided the weather was not safe to fly, but watched several Island Air aircraft operating in spite of the adverse weather.  Many consumers want an air carrier that will fly through any weather and reinforce these bad practices with continued patronage, but we want to reinforce an air carrier that respects the weather and waits to fly until conditions meet FAA weather minimums.  

Therefore, we recommend Servant Air for this EAS contract.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  Please call if you have any questions at (907) 269-0725.

Sincerely,

Carl Siebe

Airports Engineer 

Statewide Aviation

