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I recently read the notice of proposed rulemaking of FAA-2004-19411. It is an indebt report on the Proposed Reservation System for Unscheduled Arrivals at Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport. The reservation system that the FAA proposes will limit the arrivals between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:59 p.m. in order to reduce the traffic congestion at O’Hare. The proposed system will be in effect from November 1, 2004 to April 30, 2005. This new system will be helpful in decreasing the overall delays but might discourage some general aviation, as well as corporate operations. 


The system will limit the number of arrivals due to a large percent of delays. The percent of time arrivals is an unfortunate 57.26% and the percent of on time departures is not much better at 66.94%. In 2003 O’Hare was ranked last out of 31 major airports in on-time arrivals. O’Hare handled 928,691 flight operations in 2003, and in the first 6 months of 2004 O’Hare has already handled 490,987. According to these numbers the number of flight operations at O’Hare has increased 8.7%. This is a substantial increase that causes a need for this system because it is not expected to get better. 


The proposed system will limit scheduled arrivals to 88 per hour, allowing 4 unscheduled per hour. These numbers came from past records of arrivals of scheduled 

flights. The past 6 and a half months, to be exact, were analyzed to find the average of unscheduled arrivals was 4 during peak hours. The last minute reservation could have no more than 2 per half- hour. These numbers can be changed when certain conditions like good weather occurs. O’Hare can handle up to 92 arrivals per hour without today, so when good conditions exist the number of unscheduled arrivals can increase. 


There are several ways a pilot may obtain a reservation on short notice. Pilots can reserve via the internet, by calling the ARO’s, and by calling the ARO’s interactive computer system. Pilots would be required to provide date and time of flight, identifier of aircraft, and the intended flight. These are requirements of both early and late reservations. 


This proposed system will add a little time to operators to plan unscheduled reservations. An estimated 2 minutes to make an individual reservation. That calculates into 340 hours for the 6 month proposed system. At an average pay of $49 it will cost $29,223 for this 6 month system. The system, however, will not need any additional equipment.


This proposed system, I feel is a well needed one. The fact that O’Hare was the 2nd busiest airport in 2003 and is not decreasing, but in fact increasing in traffic, warrants a system like this. The system is easy for operators to reserve spots, as well as, low in cost. Since it is low in cost it is not required to get a full evaluation, so it can go into effect right away. However being a general aviation pilot it will affect me a little more than say an airline. 

This will affect general aviation, corporate, military, air taxi and other nonregulatory flight operations. This could affect the times of flights if a reservation cannot be obtained for a previously planned flight. This is the only problem I can foresee with this system. If I was an instrument flight student in the Chicago area and needed practice with instrument approaches I could not use O’Hare as much as I needed. I would 

have to wait till after 9:00 p.m. to practice. Corporate aviation is also going to be affected by this. Corporate flights not scheduled flights so flight plans would have to be made 

depending on a time that you’re allowed to land at O’Hare. This could cause problems because the corporate world can be fast paced at time and have no room for flight delays. 


Overall, this plan is good for the O’Hare International Airport. I believe after the 6 month period, they might need to plan a little more in terms of unscheduled flights. The fact that I don’t live in Chicago and don’t fly around the area much shows the system will not affect me at the moment. If the system is implemented permanently it will affect me because I hope to be a corporate pilot.    

