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November 1, 2004

Docket Management Facility

U.S. Department of Transportation, 400

Seventh Street, SW., Nassif Building,

Room PL–401, Washington, DC 20590–0001

Docket Manager,

On behalf of its Board of Directors and nearly 7,700 Member Companies, thank you for the opportunity to comment on [Docket No. FAA–2004–19411; Special Federal Aviation Regulation (SFAR) No. 105], Proposed Reservation System for Unscheduled Arrivals at Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport. 

NBAA has previously commented via letter on August 19, 2004 to the Secretary of Transportation and FAA Administrator on the reinstitution of slot controls on general aviation at O’Hare International Airport. Our primary desire is for the FAA to provide the necessary ability to meet capacity demands at airports and in airspace in the NAS. We fundamentally oppose the restrictions on aviation and commerce that result when slot controls are imposed.  The High Density Airport slot control program has existed since 1969 as a “temporary” solution to a lack of capacity. Unfortunately, we have not made significant enough progress in the last 35 years to avoid the re-imposition of a program that was finally suspended less than two years ago at O’Hare.

NBAA strongly desires to work with appropriate FAA officials to discuss what actions are being taken to insure that this onerous rule is not extended past 6 months. If there are any initiatives which can alleviate the capacity short fall in this time frame, NBAA and the industry are available to work with the FAA towards expansion of the number of flights by that deadline.

The NBAA point of contact is the NBAA Senior Vice President of Operations, Steve Brown. He may be contacted at (202) 783-9255. 

Sincerely, 
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J.  E. Murdock III

Senior Vice President – Administration & General Counsel
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