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Various Kodiak Island Locations

Department of Transportation

Office of the Secretary

400 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, DC  20590-0001

Dear Sirs:

We are pleased to submit these comments to the docket OST-2000-6945 in response to your Essential Air Service Order dated September 17, 2004.

Our Statutes and Regulations allow us to evaluate the fitness of the air carrier applicant.  We have done such and find Island Air to be fit.  We are not aware of any extenuating circumstances that would prevent the applicant from fulfilling the requirements of the EAS proposal.

We had only one question related to the proposal.  On Appendix C, page 1 under the column Direct Operating Expenses, the expenses listed are for a pilot and copilot.  This seems odd to us as most single engine float planes operate with a single pilot.  To answer this question, we called Island Air for clarification.  They confirmed that the routes are flown with a single pilot.  The person we talked to on the phone said a consultant had prepared the EAS proposal.

We are concerned with the block hour costs listed in the proposal.  If the pilots costs are based on single pilot paid a fixed salary plus flight pay per hour flown plus a multiplier to cover FICA, training, insurance, etc., we would expect billable block hour costs in the $60 to $80 range.  We would like to see some justification from the applicant to support the $116 per block hour cost in the proposal.   

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  Please call if you have any questions at (907) 269-0725.

Sincerely,

Carl Siebe

Airports Engineer 

Statewide Aviation

