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OBJECTION OF HAGERSTOWN REGIONAL AIRPORT TO NOTICE OF INTENT TO TERMINATE SERVICE

Essential Air Service


Hagerstown Regional Airport’s Essential Air Service determination was established by Order 83-6-70, which defines essential air service as two daily non-stop round trips each day from Hagerstown to Baltimore or Washington with sufficient capacity to accommodate 31 enplanements each day.  Hagerstown is not served by any scheduled, commercial service other than that by Shuttle America Corporation. 


Before September 11, 2001, Hagerstown’s service included five round trips daily to Pittsburgh International Airport on 30-passenger SAAB 340 aircraft. This allowed 150 enplanements daily, or at a 60% load factor, 90 enplanements daily. Hagerstown submits that the cessation of service will not meet the current needs of citizens and passengers or standards of the Order. Hagerstown Regional Airport is located at 18434 Showalter Road, Hagerstown, Maryland, in the center of a Four State region. According to Mapquest.Com, the airport is located 73.97 driving miles from Dulles International Airport. It serves Western Maryland, Southern Central Pennsylvania, the Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia and Northwest Virginia. The passenger catchment area comprises approximately 1,200,000 people. Local research conducted from passenger area codes and license plates has consistently shown that 40% of HGR’s passengers come from South Central Pennsylvania, 10% from West Virginia, 40% from Maryland and the remaining 10% come from Northwest Virginia and other states. It is the only primary airport in Maryland west of Baltimore. Given that Cumberland, Maryland has lost its scheduled service, Hagerstown now also serves the far Western Maryland counties of Allegany and Garrett, which are an additional one to three driving hours away from Dulles International Airport.

Economic Impact


The Hagerstown Regional Airport is one of only three primary airports in the State of Maryland. A study performed for the Maryland Aviation Administration in 1995 and again in 2001 shows that Hagerstown Regional Airport brings $50M of economic impact to its geographical region annually. When compared with non-commercial airports of equal operations it is evident that the difference in economic impact is tens of millions of dollars less than Hagerstown annually. The airport has had uninterrupted, scheduled passenger service since 1949! Local, State and Federal agencies have spent millions of dollars and countless hours in air service to Hagerstown. Should Shuttle America be permitted to terminate service without benefit of a replacement carrier to Pittsburgh or a USAirways type hub connection, the community’s investment and economic impact return will be lost, or at the least, sorely diminished.


The Hagerstown community is united and totally dedicated to its history and future of commercial air service. In 1999, the Washington County Board of County Commissioner’s embarked on an aggressive, seven-year capital program to extend Hagerstown Airport’s main runway to 7,000 feet. The plan has turned into action and in fact is on schedule for completion in 2007. Ground breaking ceremonies will occur on April 16, 2004 for the $60 million dollar project. Further, construction of $1.2 million of security improvements has just been completed. Finally, construction for a $2 million terminal improvement project will begin in May of 2004. It should also be noted that the Washington County Board of County Commissioners have hired a Business Development Manager and have provided a marketing budget to further develop the airport and specifically, scheduled service.

Safety and Security Concerns all Users of Hagerstown Regional Airport

The Hagerstown Regional Airport continues to invest hundreds of thousands of dollars to maintain its facility to airline standards in order to operate as a 14 CFR Part 139 Airport (Certificated for Commercial Service) and has an approved Airport Certification Manual on file with the Federal Aviation Administration.  Prerequisite to this is maintenance of a certified Aircraft Rescue Fire Fighting crew and equipment to serve as a first response to any aviation accident. If Hagerstown loses air service, it may be unable to continue funding its ARFF staff and equipment, which will jeopardize all pilots, crews and passengers.

Requested action by Department


For the above stated reasons, the Hagerstown Regional Airport respectfully requests that the Department of Transportation prohibit the termination of service by Shuttle America Corporation and require that Shuttle America Corporation continue to provide basic air service pursuant to 49 U.S.C. §41734 until another air carrier is found. It is further requested that the Department make every effort to find another air carrier to provide such service to Hagerstown, by requesting service and subsidy proposals from carriers interested in providing essential air service for compensation in accordance with 49 U.S.C. §41733, and/or by issuing an order establishing an interim or final subsidy rate for Shuttle’s continued service after May 1, 2004.

Respectfully submitted,







HAGERSTOWN REGIONAL AIRPORT

Carolyn S. Motz


Airport Manager

CERTIFICATION OF SERVICE


I hereby certify that I have caused a copy of the foregoing Objection of Hagerstown Regional Airport to Notice of Intent to Terminate Service to be served by first class mail this 19th day of February, 2004 upon each of the following persons:

	Assistant General Counsel

Transportation Division

U.S. Postal Service

475 L’Enfant Plaza West SW

Washington, DC 20260-1136
	
	Gregory I. Snook, President

Board of County Commissioners of Washington County

100 W. Washington Street

Hagerstown, MD 21740

	Dennis DeVany, Chief EAS and Domestic

Analysis Division, X-53

Office of Aviation Analysis

U.S. Department of Transportation

400 7th Street, SW, Room 64171

Washington, DC  20590


	
	William M. Breichner, Mayor

City of Hagerstown

City Hall

1 E. Franklin Street

Hagerstown, MD  21740



	Paul J. Wiedefeld

Executive Director

Maryland Aviation Administration

BWI Airport

P.O. Box 8766

BWI Airport, MD 21240

(by registered mail)


	
	Robert E. Cohn

Shaw Pittman LLP

2300 N Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20037



	Scott Durgin, President

Shuttle America Corporation

11102 West Perimeter Road

Fort Wayne, IN 46809


	
	

	
	
	HAGERSTOWN REGIONAL AIRPORT

By:                                                              

	
	
	
Carolyn S. Motz


Airport Manager


18434 Showalter Road


Hagerstown, MD  21742


240-313-2777


cmotz@washco-md.net
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