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Pursuant to Rule 302 of the Department’s Rules of Practice, Delta Air Lines, Inc. (“Delta”) hereby applies for an allocation of four (4) U.S.-Ghana frequencies to be used in connection with Delta’s codeshare arrangement with Alitalia.  Delta asks that the requested frequency allocation remain effective for an indefinite period.


Delta states as follows in support of its application:


1.
Delta requests an allocation of four U.S.-Ghana frequencies to enable it to place its DL* designator code on Alitalia’s four weekly B-767 flights between Milan, Italy and Accra, Ghana.  Delta intends to commence the proposed U.S.-Ghana codesharing as soon as possible and asks the Department to allocate it the requested frequencies promptly so Delta can engage in advance sales and marketing activities.

2.
The proposed Delta/Alitalia U.S.-Ghana codeshare services are fully consistent with the U.S.-Ghana bilateral aviation agreement (“U.S.-Ghana Agreement”).  Under the U.S.-Ghana Agreement, designations are unrestricted and third-country codesharing of the type proposed by Delta and Alitalia is authorized explicitly.  (See U.S.-Ghana Agreement, Article 3 “Designations and Authorization,” ¶ 1. and Article 8 “Commercial Opportunities,” ¶ 7(b))  Because the transitional provisions of the U.S.-Ghana agreement limit the number of total frequencies available for flight operations and codeshare service at present, Delta requires a frequency allocation for its proposed U.S.-Ghana third-country codeshare service. 
   According to information available to Delta, it appears that at least seven of the twenty-seven bilaterally authorized frequencies are unused. 
  Under these circumstances, approval of Delta’s application for four frequencies will still leave a surplus of three frequencies for use by other U.S. carriers.


3.
The U.S.-Ghana codeshare service proposed by Delta will offer

U.S. travelers and shippers significant public benefits.  Alitalia’s four weekly Milan-

Accra flights will be linked to Delta’s extensive U.S. network, and U.S.-Ghana passengers will enjoy the benefits associated with the Delta/Alitalia codeshare arrangement, including one-stop check-in, frequent flyer program enhancements, improved interline service for baggage and coordinated connections.  

4.
The Department has already approved blanket codesharing between Delta and Alitalia, subject to a 30-day notice condition and satisfaction of any necessary carrier selection requirements for limited entry routes, such as U.S.-Ghana.  Delta has provided the Department with the appropriate notice in Docket OST-2001-10417, and will await favorable action on this frequency application prior to commencing U.S.-Ghana codeshare operations.


WHEREFORE, Delta requests an allocation of four U.S.-Ghana frequencies to be used in connection with Delta’s codeshare arrangement with Alitalia.  Delta asks that the frequency allocation remain effective for an indefinite period.
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�   See U.S.-Ghana Agreement, Annex IV “Transitional Provisions,” ¶ D (3). 


�   See Notices of Action Taken, July 13, 2000 and January 29, 2001, Docket OST-2000-7149; February 21, 2002, Docket OST-2002-11434.





