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ORDER ALLOWING SUSPENSION OF SERVICE

Background

On June 30, 2003, Air Midwest, Inc., d/b/a US Airways Express, filed a 90-day notice of intent to suspend its unsubsidized scheduled service at Greenbrier/White Sulphur Springs/Lewisburg, West Virginia, as of September 28, 2003.
  Air Midwest currently operates one daily nonstop round trip to Charlotte with 19-seat Beech 1900 aircraft.

In addition to Air Midwest’s service, the community also receives unsubsidized service from Atlantic Southeast Airlines, Inc., d/b/a Delta Connection, which operates one daily nonstop round trip to Atlanta with a 50-seat Canadair Regional Jet, and from Trans States Airlines, Inc., d/b/a US Airways Express, which operates one daily nonstop round trip to Pittsburgh with a 

50-seat Embraer ERJ-145 Regional Jet.

The community did not respond to Air Midwest’s notice.

Essential Air Service Determination

The community’s essential air service determination, as last established by Order 85-8-77, August 26, 1985, required a minimum of two daily nonstop or one-stop round trips to both Charlotte and Washington/Baltimore, providing a total of at least 67 inbound and outbound seats.  During the winter, however, service could be reduced to six days a week to each hub providing a total of 45 inbound and outbound seats.

Decision

We will allow Air Midwest to suspend service at Greenbrier/White Sulphur Springs/Lewisburg as of September 28, as it intends.  As a practical matter, the remaining service operated by ASA and Trans States will continue to provide the community with an adequate link to the national air transportation network.  As noted earlier, ASA and Trans States operate 50-seat regional jets to two other large hubs, offering a total capacity of 100 inbound and outbound seats a day.  The remaining capacity easily exceeds the level of service that the essential air service program was designed to maintain, and we will therefore rely on ASA’s and Trans States’ services to meet the community’s ongoing essential air service needs.

Before Air Midwest suspends service, however, we expect it to contact all passengers who hold reservations for flights that will be suspended, to inform them of the suspension and the continued availability of ASA’s and Trans States’ services, and to assist them in arranging alternate transportation.

This order is issued under authority delegated in 49 CFR 1.56a(f).

ACCORDINGLY,

1.  We allow Air Midwest, Inc., d/b/a US Airways Express, to suspend service at Greenbrier/White Sulphur Springs/Lewisburg, West Virginia, as of September 28, 2003;

2.  We will rely on the scheduled air services of Atlantic Southeast Airlines, Inc., d/b/a Delta Connection, and Trans States Airlines, Inc., d/b/a US Airways Express, as alternate service patterns meeting the essential air service requirements of Greenbrier/White Sulphur Springs/Lewisburg, West Virginia;

3.  This docket will remain open until further order of the Department; and

4.  We will serve copies of this order on the mayors and airport manager of Greenbrier/White Sulphur Springs/Lewisburg, West Virginia; Air Midwest, Inc., d/b/a US Airways Express, Atlantic Southeast Airlines, Inc., d/b/a Delta Connection; and Trans States Airlines, Inc., d/b/a US Airways Express.

By:

MICHAEL W. REYNOLDS

Acting Assistant Secretary for Aviation

and International Affairs
(SEAL)

An electronic version of this document is available

on the World Wide Web at http://dms.dot.gov

� The notice was filed by Air Midwest’s parent company, Mesa Air Group, Inc.


� See the Appendix for a map.  Greenbrier Valley Airport is located near the cities of White Sulphur Springs and Lewisburg in Greenbrier County.


� Order 85-8-77 required capacity during most of the year sufficient to accommodate 40 inbound and outbound passengers, which continues to represent the maximum seating guarantee under the essential air service program.  Under the 60-percent load-factor standard subsequently established by the Airport and Airway Safety and Capacity Expansion Act of 1987, P.L. 100-223, the number of guaranteed seats thus became 67:  40/0.60 = 66.7.  The winter-season seating guarantee was based on 27 inbound and outbound passengers, and thus became 45:  27/0.60 = 45.0.


� See our similar decisions in Orders 91-9-63, September 30, 1991, regarding Hancock/Houghton, Michigan; 98-3-17, March 18, 1998, regarding 11 Western communities; 2000-12-22, December 22, 2000, regarding Rhinelander, Wisconsin; 2001-12-16, December 5, 2001, regarding Staunton, Virginia; and 2002-9-13, September 13, 2002, regarding Muskegon, Michigan.





