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The Air Carrier Association of America
 (“ACAA”) files these comments concerning qualifications for participating in the lottery of air carrier slots as part of the Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (“DCA”) slot lottery scheduled for August 12, 2003.


On July 28, 2003, the Metropolitan Washington Airport Authority submitted comments to this docket stating that the FAA should apply the rules in this lottery so that “large aircraft slots are obtained for use by large aircraft.”  The MWAA added that 

“an airline that participates in the lottery to obtain large aircraft slots must have both the ability to use the slots, that is, have large aircraft in its fleet, and have the intent to do so.  To allocate large aircraft slots to a carrier that has no intention from the very outset of using them for large aircraft operation effectively negates the numerical allocation of slots (37 and 11) in 14 CFR 123.”  

As noted in MWAA’s comments, the number of air carrier slots that are being utilized by regional jets has increased although slot totals have remained constant.  That is inconsistent with the intent of the high density regulations and is an extremely inefficient use of a very limited asset.  At the same time that U.S. Airways commuter partners are attempting to utilize the air carrier slots with small regional jets, they have lobbied Congress to increase the size of regional jets that can be utilized in DCA air carrier slots.  As a result of U.S. Airways campaign, H.R. 2115, the “Flight 100 – Century of Aviation Reauthorization Act,” which amends title 49, United States Code, to reauthorize programs for the Federal Aviation Administration, and for other purposes, contains the following provision:

(1) IN GENERAL- Section 41718 is amended by adding at the end the following:

(f) COMMUTERS DEFINED- For purposes of aircraft operations at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport under subpart K of part 93 of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations, the term ‘commuters’ means aircraft operations using aircraft having a certificated maximum seating capacity of 76 or less.


The FAA should acknowledge the very clear intent of Congress and only allow carriers to participate in the slot lottery if have aircraft (with more than 76 seats) that can and will be utilized at DCA if they are awarded air carrier lottery slots.  Any operator proposing to utilize DCA air carrier slots should be required to operate “air carrier” size aircraft as set forth in Section 41718 (as defined by Flight 100).  That requirement should apply to carriers operating at the airport today along with carriers obtaining slots under the lottery.  Therefore, none of the U.S. Airways commuter carriers or the commuter partners of the other large carriers should be allowed to participate in the air carrier slot lottery as a new entrant or limited incumbent

Conclusion


Since the FAA has limited DCA air carrier operations to 37 per hour, it is essential that the small number of authorized operations be utilized by carriers operating aircraft that are considered to be air carrier aircraft.  The use of smaller regional jet or turboprop aircraft in air carrier slots is inconsistent with the intent of the regulations and with the best interest of passengers and the MWAA.
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� ACAA’s members include AirTran Airways, Frontier Airlines and Spirit Airlines.
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