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APPLICATION OF 

CONTINENTAL AIRLINES, INC.

FOR RENEWAL OF AN EXEMPTION

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 40109 and Subpart C of the Department’s Rules of Practice, Continental
 applies for renewal of its exemption from 49 U.S.C. §41102 authorizing Continental to provide scheduled foreign air transportation of persons, property and mail between New York/Newark and Acapulco, Puerto Vallarta and San Jose del Cabo, Mexico on a seasonal basis for a period of no less than two years or until the Department acts on Continental’s request to amend its Route 561 certificate to include a New York/Newark-Acapulco/Puerto Vallarta/San Jose del Cabo segment.
  

Continental states as follows in support of its application:

1.
Continental’s New York/Newark-Acapulco/Puerto Vallarta/San Jose del Cabo exemption authority was granted by Notice of Action Taken dated June 5, 2000, in Docket OST-00-7448.  Absent renewal, Continental’s New York/Newark-Acapulco/Puerto Vallarta/San Jose del Cabo exemption will expire on June 5, 2002.  

2.
Renewing Continental’s authority to provide service between New York/Newark and Acapulco, Puerto Vallarta and San Jose del Cabo is clearly in the public interest.  No other U.S. airline offers nonstop service in any of the city-pairs for which renewal is sought, and renewing Continental’s authority will allow it to offer travelers and shippers options via Continental’s hub at Newark International Airport which would otherwise be unavailable to them.  Renewal of Continental’s New York/Newark-Acapulco/Puerto Vallarta/San Jose del Cabo exemption authority is fully consistent with the U.S.-Mexico bilateral aviation agreement.

3.
Continental holds various certificates of public convenience and necessity and exemptions authorizing it to engage in scheduled air transportation of persons, property and mail (see Order 2001-12-8 (Docket OST-96-1318), Order 2001-5-26 (Docket OST-01-8910) and Order 2000-8-19 (Docket OST-00-6841)), and Continental is fit, willing and able to provide the service for which it seeks renewal.


4.
Continental invokes the automatic extension provisions of 5 U.S.C. § 558(c), as implemented by Part 377 of the Department’s Special Regulations, to continue this authority in effect pending action on this application.

For the foregoing reasons, Continental asks the Department renew its exemption authorizing service between New York/Newark and Acapulco, Puerto Vallarta and San Jose del Cabo, Mexico for a period of no less than two years or until the Department acts on Continental’s application to amend its Route 561 certificate to include a New York/Newark-Acapulco/Puerto Vallarta/San Jose del Cabo segment.
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� 	Common names are used for airlines.


� 	Continental is simultaneously applying for an amendment to  Continental’s Route 561 certificate to add New York/Newark-Acapulco/Puerto Vallarta/San Jose del Cabo authority.  





