
BEFORE THE

 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

WASHINGTON, D.C.

_________________________________________
                                                         

)

Application of 





)

)

POLAR AIR CARGO, INC.


)
Docket OST-03-

)
June 18, 2003

for an exemption from 49 U.S.C.


)

§ 41101 (U.S. – Iraq/Afghanistan)


)

                                                                                 )
APPLICATION OF POLAR AIR CARGO, INC.

FOR AN EXEMPTON

Communications with respect to this document should be served on:

Ronald A. Lane

Chief Marketing Officer
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2000 Westchester Avenue

Purchase, NY 10577-2543

(914) 701-8327 – Telephone

(914) 701-8333 – Fax

jdietrich@atlasair.com

Russell E. Pommer

Associate General Counsel

ATLAS AIR WORLDWIDE

    HOLDINGS, INC.

901 15th Street, N.W., Suite 400

Washington, D.C.  20005

(202) 354-3843 - Telephone

(202) 354-3844 – Fax

rpommer@atlasair.com

Counsel for POLAR AIR CARGO, INC.

June 18, 2003

NOTICE:  Any person may support or oppose this application by filing an answer on or before July 3, 2003 and serving a copy on counsel for Polar and all persons served with this application.
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Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. §40109(c), Polar Air Cargo, Inc. ("Polar") requests an exemption authorizing it to engage in scheduled foreign air transportation of property and mail between any point or points in the United States, via intermediate points, and any point or points in Iraq and Afghanistan, and beyond.  Polar also requests the right to integrate this exemption authority with its other certificate and exemption authorities.  The authority should be granted for two years or such other period of time as the Department deems appropriate.  In support of this request, Polar states as follows:

 1.
Polar is an air carrier holding Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity and exemptions authorizing it to engage in scheduled foreign air transportation of property and mail in a variety of international markets.  Pursuant to this authority, Polar operates a global airfreight network.  Polar’s fitness was confirmed last year by Order 2002-7-31.

2.
Polar believes that Iraq and Afghanistan will present excellent commercial opportunities during the post-war reconstruction process and after reconstruction is complete.  It wishes to be in a position to take advantage of those opportunities when applicable flight restrictions do not preclude service and the nature and extent of the market becomes more apparent.  Accordingly, Polar is herein requesting exemption authority to serve Iraq and Afghanistan, subject, of course, to whatever flight restrictions may be applicable.  Initially, Polar expects to serve Iraq and/or Afghanistan on flights from the United States to Liege, Belgium, potentially with beyond service to India.  Service will be provided with B747 freighter aircraft already in the Polar fleet.

3.
This application is fully consistent with the Department’s recent action awarding Iraq exemption authority to World, Northwest and Kalitta.  As the Department noted when it granted those carriers’ applications, “air service can play a critical role in facilitating relief and reconstruction efforts in Iraq as well as in promoting the establishment of a normal and functioning transportation environment.”  Order 2003-6-20 at 3.  In that order, the Department signaled its willingness to entertain Iraq applications from other carriers like Polar.  See id.   

4.
The service that Polar anticipates providing will unquestionably be in the public interest.  Most particularly, it will offer additional cargo lift at a critical juncture in the Iraq and Afghanistan reconstruction process.  It also will help to establish a U.S. commercial relationship with those countries and to stabilize their economies.


5.
Award of the authority requested herein is consistent with the U.S. aviation relationships with Iraq and Afghanistan.  Each relationship is governed by principles of comity and reciprocity, which will be advanced by air service expansion.

WHEREFORE, Polar Air Cargo, Inc. requests an exemption authorizing it to engage in scheduled foreign air transportation of property and mail between any point or points in the United States via intermediate points and any point or points in Iraq and Afghanistan,
 and beyond, and the right to integrate that authority with its other certificate and exemption authorities, as well as such other and further relief as the Department finds to be consistent with this application and the public interest.

Respectfully submitted,

Russell E. Pommer

Associate General Counsel

ATLAS AIR WORLDWIDE

   HOLDINGS, INC.

901 15th Street, N.W., Suite 400

Washington, D.C.  20005
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I hereby certify that I have, this 18th day of June 2003, caused a copy of the foregoing application to be served by e-mail on all persons listed below:

	        Name
	Representing
	                    E-mail

	
	
	

	Carl B. Nelson, Jr.
	American
	carl.nelson@aa.com

	Jeffrey A. Manley
	United
	jmanley@wilmer.com

	Hershel Kamen
	Continental
	hkamen@coair.com

	Sascha Van der Bellen
	Delta
	sascha.VanderBellen@shawpittman.com

	Megan R. Rosia
	Northwest
	megan.rosia@nwa.com

	Nancy Sparks
	FedEx
	nssparks@fedex.com

	David L Vaughan
	UPS
	dvaughan@kelleydrye.com

	Moffett Roller
	Gemini
	mroller@rollerbauer.com

	Thomas Lydon
	Evergreen
	tom.lydon@evergreenaviation.com

	John L. Richardson
	Amerijet
	jrichardson@crispinandbrenner.com

	Joanne W. Young
	World
	jyoung@bakerlaw.com

	Stephen H. Lachter
	DHL
	lachter@starpower.net

	Mark Atwood
	Kalitta
	matwood@sherblackwell.com

	David M. Kirstein
	North American
	dkirstein@bakerlaw.com

	James J. Ballough
	FAA
	jim.ballough@faa.gov

	John Byerly
	DOS
	byerlyjr@state.gov
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    Russell E. Pommer

�  Polar would not object to a deferral of action on the Afghanistan portion of this application in accordance with Order 2003-6-20.
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