By Facsimile 202-493-2005

June 6, 2003

Mr. Michael Reynolds

Acting Assistant Secretary of Aviation & International Affairs

U.S. Department of Transportation

400 Seventh Street,  S.W.

Washington,  D.C. 20590

Re:   IATA’s Application for approval of Cargo Tariff Conference Resolutions submitted

          In Docket OST-2003-14480-0

Dear Assistant Secretary Reynolds:  

I am writing on behalf of the International Air Transport Association (IATA) to request approximately 30 days in which to respond to the comments submitted by opponents of the application that IATA submitted in the above-referenced docket.  The application was filed on February 7, 2003.   Several opponents of one of the resolutions submitted with the application, an amendment of IATA’s Cargo Tariff Conference Resolution 502, requested, and received, a 90 day extension of the normal 21 day answer period.   

IATA wishes to review many of the legal and factual points that have been included in the comments.  Because of the large number of comments in opposition that have been filed, including one more than 400 pages in length, IATA asks for permission to file responsive comments not later than July 9, 2003.    

Since none of the Resolutions in the Application may become effective until the Department has completed its review and approved the application, no opposing party will be disadvantaged by a further delay in the review procedure.  Although Part 303 does not specifically provide for a response to comments, this request is consistent with the Part 303 procedures, which are normally set by order of the Assistant Secretary and are unique to each application for approval of inter-airline agreements.  I believe that a comprehensive response will also assist the Department in its review of these issues.  

We will serve this request on each of the parties who filed Comments and encourage them to contact your office by Monday or Tuesday if they wish to respond to this procedural request.  

Sincerely,  

David M. O’Connor  

IATA Director, U.S.


