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Delta Air Lines, Inc. (“Delta”) hereby applies for a waiver of the 90-day dormancy condition applicable to its allocation of the following U.S.-Japan frequencies:

Los Angeles–Nagoya (7 frequencies)

Los Angeles-Tokyo (7 frequencies)

New York-Tokyo (7 frequencies)

Portland-Osaka/Fukuoka (13 frequencies)

Delta requests that the dormancy condition for these frequencies be waived for a period of one year, or through April 1, 2003.

By Order 2001-11-15, issued November 29, 2001, the Department granted all U.S. carriers holding limited-entry international route authority a waiver of applicable dormancy conditions through March 31, 2002.  Any such dormant authority not resumed by April 1, 2002 will revert automatically to the Department, absent a further waiver.

All actual and potential U.S.-Japan competitors have more than ample frequencies to fund immediate and foreseeable future service plans.  No U.S. carrier has been blocked from instituting a proposed Japan service due to a lack of available frequencies.  In these circumstances, the Department should grant the requested waiver in order to allow Delta the maximum flexibility to resume the use of these frequencies, or to seek their transfer to an alternate route, when economic conditions warrant.  The Department has previously granted dormancy waivers where unfavorable economic conditions have prevented newly authorized or existing services from being implemented or from continuing.  See, e.g. American and United (U.S.-Peru frequencies), Order 98-1-6, January 3, 1998.

Delta urges the Department to grant this request prior to March 31, 2002.  Failure to approve the requested relief by that date would result in the automatic termination of Delta’s frequency allocations, the award and operation of which the Department has found to be in the public interest.
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