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APPLICATION OF DELTA AIR LINES

FOR A TEMPORARY FREQUENCY ALLOCATION

Pursuant to 14 C.F.R. 302.201, Delta Air Lines, Inc. (“Delta”) hereby requests the continued allocation of four (4) unused U.S.-Brazil frequencies so that Delta can maintain a full pattern of daily Atlanta-Rio de Janeiro nonstop service.  More specifically, Delta requests an indefinite, temporary allocation of four U.S.-Brazil frequencies that would be subject to recall upon no less than 90 days notice to Delta and the Department by the last carrier requiring frequencies to operate a previously-authorized service.

The temporary frequency allocation requested by Delta is in the public interest because it will help to offset the reduction in U.S.-Brazil services by other carriers, and will ensure that public benefits continue to be realized from these valuable bilateral rights in the near term.

Delta is requesting expedited action on this application in order to prevent the unnecessary disruption of its daily Atlanta-Rio de Janeiro service on April 1, 2002, at which time Delta’s existing temporary allocation would otherwise expire.  Delta urges the Department to establish a shortened answer date of Friday, February 22.  Delta is conducting a poll of other interested carrier parties, and will advise the Department if there are any objections to this application or the shortened answer date.

In support of this request, Delta states as follows:

1.
Delta is requesting a continued temporary allocation of four unused Brazil frequencies to maintain daily service on the Atlanta-Rio de Janeiro route.  According to April 2002 schedules, and the dormancy notices filed with the Department on February 15, 2002, Continental, American and United each have dormant and/or unused frequencies they do not intend to operate.  All together, based on the information available to Delta, there appear to be 18 available Brazil frequencies for which there are no immediate service plans.  See, Attachment A.  Thus, there are more than sufficient frequencies available to fund a continued temporary allocation of four frequencies to Delta.  The Department should grant Delta’s allocation from an unspecified source, so that Delta’s Atlanta-Rio de Janeiro services will not be subject to recall until the last frequencies are exhausted from among the many sources of dormant and/or unused frequencies. 

2.
The Department has a public interest obligation to preserve the highest possible levels of international air transportation service -- particularly on limited-entry routes such as U.S.-Brazil.  In Order 2001-11-15, Department recognized “the importance of ensuring that services in restricted markets are available to consumers to the full extent possible.”  Moreover, in Order 2002-2-2, the Department stated that “sufficient frequencies should be available to facilitate continuation of Delta’s daily service in the Atlanta-Rio de Janeiro market,” and the Department established a February 15, 2002 notice and dormancy waiver request date, specifically so that “should frequencies remain dormant, Delta will be able to seek a timely extension of its frequency allocation.”  

 
3.
Those circumstances have indeed come to pass, and prompt action on this application is necessary to prevent the unnecessary disruption of Delta’s daily Atlanta-Rio de Janeiro service.

WHEREFORE, Delta urges the Department immediately to grant Delta a temporary, indefinite allocation of four U.S.-Brazil frequencies.  Favorable action on this application will prevent the waste of valuable rights and permit the traveling public to enjoy immediate benefits from frequencies that would otherwise go unused.  
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ATTACHMENT A

	CARRIER
	AUTHORIZED

BRAZIL FREQUENCIES
	SUMMER 2002 OPERATED

BRAZIL FREQUENCIES
	UNUSED BRAZIL FREQUENCIES

	American
	49
	42
	7

	United
	28
	21
	7

	Continental
	18
	14
	4

	Unused Total
	
	
	18



Source:
April 2002 CRS Schedule and Carrier Dormancy Notices
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