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FDRA PROGRAMS

BUSINESS SUPPORT

· Weekly store-for-store retail sales survey of some 10,000 units nationwide.

· Annual shoe store compensation and benefits survey.

· Executive bulletins, employee relations and intellectual property newsletters, sent through the mail, as well as available to members on the FDRA Internet home page.

· Discount ocean-shipping rates for Asia and Brazil.

· Benefits of the association’s bringing together SATRA quality and cost saving programs with FDRA member firms and the contract factories they utilize in China and Brazil.

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

· We focus our efforts on shoe specific issues, ones not dealt with by other trade associations. Our association uses top Washington lobbyists, lawyers and economic professionals.

· Advocate before the Congress, Administration and ITC and in national capitals of footwear exporting and importing countries, immediate elimination of footwear duties at the earliest possible implementation date in conjunction with the Doha Round MTN and in conjunction with pending FTA’s including Chile, Singapore, FTAA, Australia, etc. U.S. importing interests pay some of $1.7 billion annually to the U.S. Treasury in footwear tariffs and billions more to treasuries around the world.

· Advocate before U.S. Customs Service headquarters the continuation of the preclassification program for footwear, and the issuance by U.S. Customs headquarters of reasonable and uniform unisex rules.

· Opposition to shoe import restrictions in third markets such as Europe, Mexico, Argentina, etc.

· Assisting FDRA member companies to implement responsible overseas labor practices.

INDUSTRY RELATIONS

Our conferences and seminars focus on programs that offer solutions to continuing challenges to the footwear industry. FDRA members enjoy registration fee discounts.
FDRA 2003 CONFERENCES

	Annual Meetings and Leadership Conference
	April 30-May 2
	Pinehurst Resort, North Carolina

	Footwear Traffic & Distribution Conference (FTDC)
	May 18-21
	The Diplomat Hotel, Hollywood, Florida

	FDRA Customs Conference
	October 9-10
	The Orleans Hotel, Las Vegas

	FDRA Overseas Labor Practices Workshop
	November 18-19
	Dongguan, China
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