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ANSWER OF NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.


Northwest Airlines, Inc. (“Northwest”) hereby answers in opposition to the Application of TWA Airlines LLC (“TW”) for renewal of an exemption authorizing scheduled foreign air transportation of property and mail between the United States and Japan.  TW seeks renewal of this exemption authority solely to engage in a mail codesharing arrangement with All Nippon Airways (“ANA”) pursuant to which American Airlines, Inc. (“American”), the parent company of TW, is unfairly diverting international mail traffic from other U.S. carriers, including Northwest.  For the reasons set forth below, Northwest urges the Department to deny the captioned renewal application of TW and direct American to immediately cease and desist from utilizing the TW code to manipulate the equitable tender policy of the United States Postal Service:


1.
TWA Airlines LLC is a wholly owned subsidiary of American Airlines formed to acquire the assets of the former Trans World Airlines when it was liquidated.  As of December 2, 2001, American appears to have completely abandoned the use of the TW code for all but one purpose – to unfairly benefit American in the allocation of U.S. international mail under the USPS equitable tender policy.  See Answers of United Airlines in response to similar applications by TWA in dockets OST-98-3325 (February 4, 2002) and OST-1997-2240 (December 27, 2001).  


2.
Northwest has no objection to U.S. carriers supplementing their own international operations by means of cooperative codeshare arrangements with foreign air carriers, including codesharing for the purpose of mail carriage.  The carriage of mail via such cooperative codeshare arrangements generates additional revenues that help sustain and support the competitive position of U.S. flag carriers.  Northwest, however, objects to American utilizing the otherwise dormant TW designator code solely to secure more than American’s pro rata share of the U.S. mail traffic in a number of international markets, including routes between the U.S. and Japan.  

3.
Northwest urges the Department to deny TW’s requested renewal of U.S.-Japan exemption authority and direct American to cease and desist from using multiple U.S. carrier designator codes to manipulate the equitable tender of U.S. mail in all international markets.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Megan Rae Rosia/s/


Megan Rae Rosia

Managing Director, Government Affairs &

  Associate General Counsel

NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.

901 15th Street, N.W.

Suite 310

Washington, D.C.   20005

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document of Northwest Airlines, Inc. on all persons on the attached service list.

/s/ Fawn S. Torcisi /s/

Fawn S. Torcisi






February 19, 2002

SERVICE LIST

Jeffrey A. Manley

Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering

jmanley@wilmer.com
(BY E-MAIL)

R. Bruce Keiner

Crowell & Moring LLP

rbkeiner@cromor.com
(BY E-MAIL)

Robert E. Cohn

Shaw Pittman LLC

robert.cohn@shawpittman.com
(BY E-MAIL)

Carl Nelson

American Airlines, Inc.

carl_nelson@amrcorp.com
(BY E-MAIL)

Kevin Montgomery

Vice President

Polar Air Cargo, Inc.

100 Oceangate, 15th Floor

Long Beach, CA 90802

(BY MAIL)

Jonathan B. Hill

Dow, Lohnes & Albertson

jhill@dlalaw.com
(BY E-MAIL)

Donald T. Bliss

O’Melveny & Myers LLP

dbliss@omm.com
(BY E-MAIL)

Nathaniel P. Breed, Jr.

Shaw Pittman LLC

nathaniel.breed@shawpittman.com
(BY E-MAIL)

David L. Vaughan

Kelley, Drye & Warren, LLP

dvaughan@kelleydrye.com
(BY E-MAIL)

James J. Ballough

Director, Flight Standards

FAA  

james.ballough@faa.gov
(BY E-MAIL)

U.S. Transcom/TCJS

Mobility Analysis

508 Scott Drive

Scott AFB, IL 62225

(BY MAIL)

Roger W. Fones

Antitrust Division

Department of Justice

roger.fones@usdoj.gov
(BY E-MAIL)

Malcolm L. Benge

Zuckert, Scoutt & Rasen-

berger, LLP

mlbenge@zsrlaw.com
(BY E-MAIL)

Michael F. Goldman

Silverberg, Goldman & Bikoff,

LLC

mgoldman@sgbdc.com
(BY E-MAIL)

William Karas

Steptoe & Johnson LLP

wkaras@steptoe.com
(BY E-MAIL)

1

