BEFORE THE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

WASHINGTON, D.C.

_________________________________________

                                                                                  )

Application of                                                           )

                                                                                  )

WORLD AIRWAYS, INC.                                      )

                                                                                  )

for Amended Certificate of Public Convenience      )           Docket No. OST-03-14991

and Necessity to engage in scheduled foreign air     )

transportation of passengers, property and mail       )

and all-cargo (U.S. – Iraq)                                         ) 

_________________________________________ )

_________________________________________

                                                                                  )

Application of                                                           )

                                                                                  )

WORLD AIRWAYS, INC.                                      )            Docket No. OST-03-15031

                                                                                  )

for an Exemption from 49 U.S.C. § 41101               )

(U.S. – Afghanistan/Iraq)                                         ) 

_________________________________________)

ANSWER OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AIRPORTS AUTHORITY

IN SUPPORT OF

 APPLICATIONS OF WORLD AIRWAYS, INC. FOR

AMENDED CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE

AND NECESSITY AND FOR AN EXEMPTION


       ____________________________________________________________


Communications with respect to this document should be sent to:

James E. Bennett



Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority

President and Chief Executive Officer
1 Aviation Circle








Washington, DC 20001-6000

Edward S. Faggen



(703) 417-8615

Vice President and General Counsel

Edward.Faggen@mwaa.com

Mark Treadaway






Vice President, Air Service Planning

  And Development

DATED:
May 7, 2003

BEFORE THE

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

WASHINGTON, D.C.

_________________________________________

                                                                                  )

Application of                                                           )

                                                                                  )

WORLD AIRWAYS, INC.                                      )

                                                                                  )

for Amended Certificate of Public Convenience      )           Docket No. OST-03-14991

and Necessity to engage in scheduled foreign air     )

transportation of passengers, property and mail       )

and all-cargo (U.S. – Iraq)                                        ) 

_________________________________________)

_________________________________________

                                                                                  )

Application of                                                           )

                                                                                  )

WORLD AIRWAYS, INC.                                      )            Docket No. OST-03-15031

                                                                                  )

for an Exemption from 49 U.S.C. § 41101               )

(U.S. – Afghanistan/Iraq)                                          ) 

_________________________________________)

ANSWER OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AIRPORTS AUTHORITY

IN SUPPORT OF

APPLICATIONS OF WORLD AIRWAYS, INC. FOR AN

AMENDED CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE

AND NECESSITY AND FOR AN EXEMPTION


      ____________________________________________________________


The Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority ("MWAA") hereby answers in support of the applications of World Airways, Inc. ("World") for an amended Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity and for an Exemption for authorization to begin scheduled combination service from Washington's Dulles International Airport via Geneva, Switzerland to Kabul, Afghanistan and, ultimately, to Baghdad, Iraq.    



MWAA submits that, in the aftermath of the recent hostilities in both Afghanistan and Iraq, there is an extraordinary and immediate need for the proposed service.  In addition, the proposed World Airways service would afford the only nonstop link between the nation's capital and Geneva, Switzerland, the key center of numerous international governmental and non-governmental organizations.


The need for service from the Washington region direct to Afghanistan and Iraq is quite clear.  In the aftermath of the hostilities in both countries, the speed and success of reconstruction depends in significant part on the ability of U.S. governmental and nongovernmental organizations to access the region.  With the Washington region's concentration of government officials and experts, humanitarian and civilian workers, and numerous organizations involved in reconstruction—from the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund to private U.S. firms engaged in the effort—the need for direct service from Dulles is especially acute.


More broadly, the proposed World Airways service would afford greatly improved access to these war-impacted countries from many U.S. points behind Washington. With more than 295 daily departures to some 66 domestic U.S. destinations, Dulles is an optimal point for combining behind-gateway U.S. traffic with the significant concentration of origin-and-destination traffic from the Washington area's "official" and quasi-official community.  


 Today, these U.S. travelers have no convenient means of direct air transportation to Afghanistan, and no service yet by any carrier to Baghdad.  As of February, 2003, Kabul was served only by a small Iranian carrier (twice a week) and by an Azherbijani carrier (three times a week), as well as by Afghanistan's Ariana Airlines.  To access Kabul, as a practical matter, U.S. travelers are left to connect to Ariana (whose fleet, we believe, consists of three A-300 aircraft recently donated by the Indian government and three B-727's).  Ariana has daily service only to India, and only once-a-week access to Kabul from Islamabad, Tehran, Turkey, Germany, and the UAE (twice weekly).  The proposed World Airways service—providing a first direct operation to Kabul via Geneva—would, manifestly, improve today's wholly inadequate service.

With respect to Baghdad, prompt approval of the proposed service, conditioned on the lifting of pending air traffic restrictions, will also ensure a U.S. carrier presence in a market that has already attracted expressed interest by both major British airlines, Virgin Atlantic and British Airways.  Prompt Department approval will also facilitate the anticipated travel of Iraqi-Americans in the U.S. to see families in post-war Iraq, as the situation there stabilizes.


Granting World Airways the requested Amendment and Exemption would also provide the significant benefit of nonstop transatlantic service from the seat of U.S. government to Geneva, the locus of many of the world's most important international organizations. As the home to such entities as the International Labor Organization, the World Trade Organization, the International Red Cross, the World Health Organization, and IATA, Geneva serves as a critical international destination for U.S. government, U.S.-based non-governmental organizations, and international business.  The importance of a nonstop connection between that international focal point and the U.S. capital is self-evident, and the World Airways request to provide that service should be approved with dispatch.


WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, MWAA respectfully urges the Department to grant both the Amendment to its Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity and the Exemption application of World Airways to inaugurate air service between Washington, D.C. and Kabul, Afghanistan and, ultimately, Baghdad, Iraq, via Geneva, Switzerland.

Respectfully submitted,
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