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Northwest Airlines, Inc. (“Northwest”) hereby submits this Reply in the matter of the Application of Antonov Design Bureau (“Antonov”) for an exemption from the conditions of Order 90-8-16.  Northwest joins Atlas Air, Inc. (“Atlas”) in objecting to Antonov’s request for an emergency exemption from Order 90-8-16 to operate a series of cargo charter flights from the United States to Iraq.  Northwest opposes Antonov’s application unless the Department simultaneously lifts the Iraq transportation prohibition for all U.S. air carriers.


Order 90-8-16 effectively prohibits all commercial flights, by both U.S. and foreign air carriers, between the United States and Iraq.
  If the Department were to grant Antonov’s application, the result would be that a single foreign air carrier would have the ability to operate to Iraq when no U.S. air carrier currently possesses such economic authority.  The issuance of authority to Antonov likely could provide Antonov with a marketplace advantage over U.S. air

carriers.
  Such a result would clearly be unfair and imprudent, especially considering the financial troubles facing many U.S. air carriers in the current economic climate.  


Furthermore, Atlas makes a compelling argument that the governing executive orders do not give the Department the discretion to grant the exemption sought by Antonov.  See Atlas Answer at 2-3.  And, to the extent that neither Order 90-8-16 nor other Department regulations permit the exemption sought by Antonov, regulations and standards issued by other agencies cannot otherwise provide a basis for the Department to award the exemption sought by Antonov.  See id. at 3-4.  


For the foregoing reasons, as well as the additional reasons raised in Atlas’ answer, Northwest urges the Department to deny Antonov’s application unless the Department simultaneously lifts the Iraq transportation prohibition for all U.S. air carriers.  

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Megan Rae Rosia /s/
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�  Order 90-8-16 is the Department’s implementation of directives in Executive Order Nos. 12722 and 12724.


�	Northwest intends soon to file applications for certificate and exemption authority to serve Iraq, on the assumption that the Iraq transportation restriction will be rescinded.  World Airways, Inc. and North American Airlines, Inc. already have filed applications seeking economic authority to operate to Iraq.  See Dockets OST-2003-14991 (World Airways Certificate App.), OST-2003-15031 (World Airways Exemption App.), and OST-2003-14992 (NAA Certificate App.).





