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American
 has applied for three additional U.S.-Japan frequencies to operate three additional weekly Dallas/Ft. Worth-Tokyo flights starting June 1, 2002.  Continental does not object to the institution of additional Dallas/Ft. Worth-Tokyo flights by American, but Continental does object to an award of additional Japan frequencies to American unless and until American has used all the Japan frequencies it currently holds.

Continental states as follows in support of its position:

1. Although American has announced the institution of daily nonstop New York/Newark-Tokyo service effective April 19, 2002, American continues to hold at least seven unused frequencies which were awarded to it for Boston-Tokyo service it has never instituted, as well as frequencies it holds for Seattle-Tokyo and Dallas/Ft. Worth-Osaka service it has discontinued.
  Continental would not object to the use of three of American’s current Japan frequencies for Dallas/Ft. Worth-Tokyo service.

2. So long as American holds dormant frequencies, it should use those frequencies for the new Dallas/Ft. Worth-Tokyo services it proposes rather than being awarded frequencies which have been returned to the Department by other airlines.  American should not preempt other potential new U.S.-Tokyo services by seeking additional frequencies from the limited pool otherwise available and holding onto frequencies it is not using.  The Department should reserve the frequencies in the pool until each airline holding Japan frequencies has used its own dormant frequencies.

For the foregoing reasons, Continental urges the Department to deny American’s request for three additional Japan frequencies for additional Dallas/Ft. Worth-Tokyo flights it proposes to operate until American has used all the U.S.-Japan frequencies it already holds.
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�	Common names are used for airlines.


�	See Notice of Action Taken, September 7, 2001 in Docket OST-98-3419 (approving an extension of the dormancy waiver condition applicable to American’s 14 New York/Newark and Boston-Tokyo frequencies); Order 91-1-16 (transferring to American Continental’s authority for Seattle-Tokyo service) and American’s press release dated November 9, 2002, “American Will Discontinue its Seattle-Tokyo and DFW-Osaka Service, Effective Jan. 8, 2002.”  In addition, TWA LLC continues to hold seven frequencies awarded to it for St. Louis-Tokyo service.






