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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D.C.
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Issued by the Department of Transportation

on the 28th day of October, 2002

	Essential air service at

BECKLEY, WEST VIRGINIA

BLUEFIELD/PRINCETON, WEST VIRGINIA

under 49 U.S.C. 41731 et seq.
	Served: October 31, 2002

Docket OST-1997-2761




ORDER FINALIZING TENTATIVE FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

Background

By Order 2002-4-25, April 29, 2002, the Department tentatively reselected Colgan Air, Inc., d/b/a US Airways Express, to provide essential air service at Beckley and Bluefield/Princeton, West Virginia, for the two-year period beginning August 1, 2002, at an annual subsidy rate of $2,067,693.  The order also allowed 20 days for interested persons to show cause why we should not finalize our tentative findings and conclusions, and for interested carriers to submit competing proposals.  If no objections or competing proposals were filed, the show-cause order would automatically become final.

No objections to Order 2002-4-25 were filed, but Mesa Air Group, Inc., submitted a competing proposal on behalf of its subsidiary, Air Midwest, Inc.  However, by letters dated June 21 and July 2, 2002, the Manager of Mercer County Airport, representing the Bluefield/Princeton community, and the Manager of Raleigh County Memorial Airport, representing the Beckley community, submitted letters stating that they preferred that their services continue to be operated by Colgan.  In view of the communities’ positions, Mesa submitted a letter withdrawing its proposal on October 22, 2002.

Decision

Since the only competing proposal has been withdrawn and we have received no objections, we will finalize the tentative findings and conclusions set forth in Order 2002-4-25, and thus select Colgan to provide subsidized service at Beckley and Bluefield/Princeton for the two-year period beginning August 1, 2002, under the terms and at the subsidy rate contained in that order.

This order is issued under authority assigned in 14 CFR 385.12(k)(8).

ACCORDINGLY,

1.  We finalize our tentative findings and conclusions set forth in Order 2002-4-25, April 29, 2002;

2.  This docket will remain open until further order of the Department; and

3.  We will serve copies of this order on the mayors and airport managers of Beckley and Bluefield/Princeton, West Virginia; Colgan Air, Inc., d/b/a US Airways Express; and Mesa Air Group, Inc.

Persons entitled to petition the Department for review of this order under the Departments Regulations, 14 CFR 385.30, must file such petitions within ten days after the date of service of this order.

This order will be effective immediately, and the filing of a petition for review shall not preclude its effectiveness.

By:

RANDALL D. BENNETT

Director

Office of Aviation Analysis

(SEAL)
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