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APPLICATION OF NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.

FOR AN EXEMPTION

Communications with respect to this document should be addressed to:

	
	Andrea Fischer Newman

Senior Vice President, Government Affairs

David G. Mishkin

Vice President, International & Regulatory

Affairs

Megan Rae Rosia

Managing Director, Government Affairs & 

Associate General Counsel

NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.

901 15th Street, N.W.

Suite 310

Washington, D.C.  20005

(202) 842-3193

megan.rosia@nwa.com



NOTICE:   Northwest seeks expedited treatment of this application.  Northwest will poll the parties by telephone and advise the Department of the results.  
Dated: October 16, 2002
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Dated: October 16, 2002

APPLICATION OF NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.

FOR AN EXEMPTION


Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 40109 and Subpart C of the Rules of Practice of the Department of Transportation (the “Department”), Northwest Airlines, Inc. (“Northwest”) hereby requests an exemption from 49 U.S.C. § 41101 authorizing Northwest to provide scheduled foreign air transportation of persons, property and mail between Memphis and Mexico City, Memphis and Puerto Vallarta, and Detroit and Cozumel.  Northwest also requests that the Department integrate this exemption authority with all of Northwest’s existing certificate and exemption authority to the extent consistent with U.S. bilateral agreements and DOT policy.  Northwest requests that the exemption authority be issued for a period of two years or until the Department amends Northwest’s Route 564 certificate to include the above segments, whichever occurs later.



In support of this application, Northwest respectfully states the following:

1. Northwest intends to operate the following U.S.-Mexico service:
· Memphis Mexico City – Northwest intends to commence daily, year-round service on February 13, 2003, utilizing A-319 aircraft.
· Memphis-Puerto Vallarta – Northwest intends to commence once-a-week (Saturdays) winter season service on February 1, 2003, utilizing A-320 aircraft.

· Detroit-Cozumel – Northwest intends to commence once-a-week (Saturdays) winter season service on January 11, 2003, utilizing A-320 aircraft.

2. Northwest’s proposed service will provide significant benefits to travelers and shippers and is clearly in the public interest.  Approval of Northwest’s application will maintain effective network competition among U.S. carriers serving Mexico and ensure that Northwest can continue to provide significant competition for foreign flag carriers offering U.S.-Mexico service.  Benefits to consumers include one-stop check-in, frequent flyer program enhancements, improved interline services for baggage and more convenient, coordinated connections.

3. The proposed service is consistent with the terms of the U.S.-Mexico Air Transport Services Agreement (“U.S.-Mexico Agreement”), as amended.  Route 1(a) of the U.S.-Mexico Agreement authorizes carriers designated by the United States to operate “from a point or points in the United States to a point or points in Mexico.”  U.S.-Mexico Agreement, Annex I, A(1)(a).  The U.S.-Mexico Agreement also provides that “[e]ither of the parties shall be entitled to designate up to two airlines to provide scheduled combination services on any city pair between the two territories that may be served under the agreement.”  U.S.-Mexico Agreement, Annex I, B(4).  No U.S. carrier currently provides service in the Memphis-Mexico City, 

Memphis-Puerto Vallarta, or Detroit-Cozumel segments.  See Official Airline Guide, October 2002.  

4. Northwest holds various certificates of public convenience and necessity and exemptions authorizing it to engage in scheduled foreign air transportation of persons, property and mail, including between the United States and Mexico.  See Northwest’s Route 564, Order 

2001-4-15.  Northwest is fit, willing and able to provide the proposed services described in this application.

5. Northwest respectfully requests that the Department grant the requested exemption authority on an expedited basis to enable Northwest to secure foreign authority in time to operate the proposed services as planned.  Northwest will poll all air carrier parties served with this application to determine whether any carrier intends to file an objection.
WHEREFORE, Northwest Airlines, Inc. respectfully requests an exemption from 49 U.S.C. § 41101 to provide scheduled foreign air transportation of persons, property and mail between Memphis and Mexico City, Memphis and Puerto Vallarta, and Detroit and Cozumel, for a period of two years or until the Department amends Northwest’s Route 564 certificate to include these segments, whichever occurs later.  Northwest requests that the Department integrate this exemption authority with all of Northwest’s existing certificate and exemption 

authority to the extent consistent with U.S. bilateral agreements and DOT policy.  Northwest also requests such further, different, and additional relief as the Department may deem appropriate.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Megan Rae Rosia /s/

Megan Rae Rosia

Managing Director, Government Affairs & Associate General Counsel

NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.

901 15th Street, N.W.

Suite 310

Washington, D.C.  

(202) 842-3193

Dated: October 16, 2002

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

A copy of the foregoing Application of Northwest Airlines, Inc. was served by electronic mail on the following

Donald T. Bliss

Counsel for US Airways

O’Melveny & Myers, L.L.P.

555 13th Street, N.W.

Suite 500 West

Washington, D.C.  20004-1109

E-Mail: dbliss@omm.com

Thomas F. Donaldson, Jr.

Senior Attorney

Federal Express Corporation

3620 Hacks Cross Road

Building B, 3rd Floor

Memphis, TN  38125

E-Mail: tfdonaldson@fedex.com

Jeffrey A. Manley

Counsel for United Air Lines

Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering

2445 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20037

E-Mail: jmanley@wilmer.com

Robert E. Cohn

Alexander Van der Bellen

Counsel for Delta Air Lines

Shaw, Pittman

2300 N Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20037

E-Mail: robert.cohn@shawpittman.com

sascha.vanderbellen@shawpittman.com

Brian T. Hunt

Vice President and General Counsel

American Trans Air, Inc.

P.O. Box 51609

Indianapolis,  IN  46251

E-Mail: Brian.Hunt@iflyata.com

Stephen H. Lachter

Counsel for DHL Airways

Lachter & Clements LLP

1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.

Suite 900

Washington, D.C.  20036

E-Mail: lachter@starpower.net

Joanne W. Young

Counsel for America West Airlines

Baker & Hostetler LLP

1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.

Suite 1100

Washington, D.C.  20036

E-Mail: jyoung@bakerlaw.com

R. Bruce Keiner, Jr.

Counsel for Continental Airlines

Crowell & Moring

1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C.  20004

E-Mail: rbkeiner@crowell.com

Hershel I. Kamen

Staff Vice President – International and

   Regulatory Affairs

Continental Airlines, Inc.

Government Affairs – 8th Floor

1600 Smith Street

Dept. HQSGV

Houston, TX  77002

E-Mail: hkamen@coair.com

Marshall S. Sinick

Counsel for Alaska Airlines

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey L.L.P.

1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Suite 500

Washington, D.C.  20004

E-Mail: msinick@ssd.com

Carl B. Nelson, Jr.

Associate General Counsel

American Airlines, Inc.

1101 17th Street, N.W.

Suite 600

Washington, D.C.  20036

E-Mail: carl.nelson@aa.com

Edward P. Faberman

Counsel for Sun Country Airlines

Ungaretti & Harris

1500 K Street, N.W.

Suite 250

Washington, D.C.  20005

E-Mail: epfaberman@uhlaw.com

John L. Richardson

Counsel for Amerijet International

Crispin & Brenner, P.L.L.C.

1156 15th Street, N.W.

Suite 1105

Washington, D.C.  20005

E-Mail: jrichardson@crispinandbrenner.com

David L. Vaughan

Counsel for United Parcel Service

Kelley, Drye & Warren

1200 19th Street, N.W.

Suite 500

Washington, D.C.  20036

E-Mail: dvaughan@kelleydrye.com

�  Northwest is simultaneously applying, in Docket OST-99-6319, to amend its Route 564 U.S.-Mexico certificate to include the Memphis-Mexico City, Memphis-Puerto Vallarta, and Detroit-Cozumel segments.  





