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between the urgent need of the airlines for flexibility and the importance of

permitting utilization of valuable limited-entry frequencies and routes.

3. In the present emergency circumstances, the resources of the carriers

and the Department should be focused on preserving the air transportation system

and the viability of U.S. carriers. Granting the waivers requested by the Joint

Applicants will relieve all parties of the burden of submitting individual waiver

requests and processing them during this critical period. Similar relief was granted

to the airlines when the carriers faced equally difficult circumstances after

September 11, 2001. (See Order 2001-11-15) In these perilous times, airlines

should not be required to operate flights that are uneconomic during periods of low

demand to preserve their long-term investments in operating rights in limited-entry

markets, and neither the carriers nor the Department should be burdened with

processing numerous applications for specific waivers when they have far more

important tasks before them.

4. Since airlines are now actively planning the schedule reductions

necessary to respond to the severe adverse impact of rapidly rising fuel costs and

diminishing demand, prompt action on this application is extremely important to

the airlines, and the Department's staff has far more urgent tasks before it than

acting on a series of individual dormancy waiver applications. To facilitate prompt

action by the Department, the Joint Applicants urge the Department to establish a

six-calendar-day period for answering this application.

For the foregoing reasons, the Joint Applicants urge the Department to grant

them and other airlines a temporary waiver of, or exemption from, dormancy






