CITY OF MERlDlAN PAGE 81

‘17@(\”4k CRARFE SN

p5/01/2088 ©9:56 601-485-1911

CO\M\M L S W ‘)1(

C1TY OF

Y

(o wmwe ew'r

\
i
I
I
,
i
!

April 30, 2008

Dennis I, Devany ) =3 <=
Chief, Essential Air Service Division | =32
Office of Aviation Analysis ! E Dgnj
Essential Air Service Division, X-53 i I S.“§§
M“‘"“—"—‘“ERIDI AN U.S. Department of Transportation, W86- 108 — RBE
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE , v °g
Mayor: Washington, DC 20590 : —_ =
JOHN ROBERT SMITH ? . =
(801) 485-1927 | o 2
FAX: (501) 485-1911 Dear Mr. Devany: i o
|
Councif bers: . . ! : ..
¢ a;g;'.?g M THOMAS Thank you for forwarding to me the bid prdposals solicited by the U.S.
ard 1

MARY A, B. PERRY
Ward 2

of a notice to suspend its subsidy-free service to Meridian. As you noted,

Department of Transportation following ::}Lantm Southeast Airline’s filing
under the Essential Air Service program, Meridian is guaranteed a

g A HENSON minimum of two round trips per day, six ddys a week to a nearby hub
JEBSE £, PALMER, SR, providing convenient access to the national|transportation system.

Ward 4 _ !

JOHN C. HARRIS My officc has carefully studied the proposajs submitted by Mesaba

Ward 5 Aviation, Ine., d/b/a Northwest Airlink, and ASA, d/b/a Delta Connection,
ggm%;m and wc have concluded that the ASA submission is unequivocally the

FAX: (501) 485-1913

CITY DEPARTMENTS:

Chicf Administrative Officer

(601) 485-1929
FAX: (801) 485-1911

superior proposal. While we appreciatc thejinterest both airlines have
shown in serving the Meridian market, we erongly endorse the ASA bid
for the following reasons: i

e The ASA proposal includes 13 non ﬁtop, round trips per week to
Atlanta, where Delta then connects to 129 ULS. destinations and 71

¢ (em‘)t’u];::::?mm' international destinations. The Mesaba proposal calls for scrvice to
FAX: (801) 484-6313 Memphis, with connections to 88 noil stop destinations. Clearly
Finmuce and Records: the ASA proposal gives our local and regional travelers more
o oo aas1a70 destination options.
Plee: e ASA proposes to utilize the CRT-20d jet aircraft, while Mesaba
" @01 4851822 would use a Saab 340 propeller aircraft. Our community lobbied
FAX: 601) 485-1678 strongly for the preferable jet air service several years ago, and we
Homeland Security: would not want to give up the ease, ct mfort and reduced flying
(F'-‘&) (:_3':;*90 times of the jet aircraft.
' e The ASA aircraft scats 50 passangcrsl. while the Mcsaba craft seats
Parika aad Rocreation: 34. Our travelers will have more booking opportunitics under the
FAX: (601) 485-1851 ASA proposal. ]
Police: . ‘
(6D1) 485-1841 Since the two bids were made public, I have }{mard from a number of local
FAX: (801) 484-6932 residents, all of whom agrec that ASA is, by far, the better option, The
Pnblic(gsrg; 20 City of Meridian strongly urges DOT to awarld the bid for passengcr air

FAX: (801) 485-1864

2412 Tth Street (Temporary)
Port Office Box 1430
Meridian, MS 39302-1430
www.meridianms.org

service to ASA, d/b/a Delta Connection.
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Thank you for your assistance in this m.atﬂer of vital interest to our
community’s continued growth and econdmic viability.
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Sincerely,

hn Robert Smith
ayor

C: Joc Esposito, Delta Air Lincs
D.Scott Yohe, Delta Air Lines |
J. Scott McClain, Delta Air Lines !
Jon Lindlief, Atlantic Sontheast Airlines
John G. Spangers, Mesaba Avmnon|
Governor Haley Barbour |
U.S. Senator Thad Cochran {
U.S. Senator Roger Wicker !
U.S. Rep. Chip Pickering i
Gray Swoope, MS Development Auﬁhonty
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