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       ) 
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       ) 
For an Exemption from 49 U.S.C. sec. 41301 ) Docket No. OST-2008- 0106  
(Bogota-Washington, D.C.)    ) 
       ) 
__________________________________________) 
 
 

ANSWER OF METROPOLITAN WASHINGTON AIRPORTS AUTHORITY 
IN SUPPORT OF  

APPLICATION OF AVIANCA S.A. FOR AN EXEMPTION 
 

  
 The Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (the “Authority”), proprietor of 

Washington Dulles International Airport, hereby answers in strong support of the application of 

Avianca S.A. (“Avianca”) for an exemption from 49 U.S.C. sec. 41301 and such other relief as 

may be needed to permit Avianca to inaugurate important new air service between Bogota, 

Colombia and Washington, D.C. by June 12, 2008. 

Linking the nation’s capital to this key South American market is clearly in the public 

interest, and fully consistent with the letter and spirit of the recent steps toward liberalization of 

air service between the U.S. and Colombia.  Despite the current limitations on air service 

between the two countries, ties between them are strong and important both economically and 

geopolitically for both countries.  

The Department’s prompt approval of Avianca’s application will advance the public 

interest in numerous ways.  First, it makes use of the new opportunities available for air carriers 

of both Colombia and the U.S. in the new bilateral agreement.  As Washington is the first new 
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U.S. point selected by a Colombian carrier since the November agreement, prompt approval of 

the service will demonstrate to Colombia, and other aviation partners in the region, the value of 

aviation liberalization. The need for expedition is especially acute in this case, given the 

proposed launch of the new service in less than three months, and the concomitant need for the 

carrier to begin marketing the new service as soon as possible.   

The Department’s own timely action in proposing and allocation among U.S. carriers 

Continental, Delta, JetBlue, and Spirit the new Colombia market opportunities reflects 

recognition of the importance of this market.  (In fact, the Department began the process within 

two months of the new bilateral agreement, and recently issued its Show Cause order in the case. 

See Orders 2007-11-23 (Nov. 26, 2007) and 2008-3-4 (March 5, 2008), respectively.)  Similarly 

expeditious U.S. action in approving Colombia’s first selection of a new U.S. destination, 

Washington, can only enhance prospects for speedy, reciprocal Colombian acceptance of the 

new U.S. services. 

Most important, the proposed new route will fill an important gap in needed air service 

between South America and the nation’s capital. Today, no U.S. or foreign air carrier serves 

Colombia – or any other Andean Pact country – from Washington, even though Washington is 

the fifth largest U.S. market to all of South America, and the single largest U.S. passenger 

market to Bogota lacking nonstop service. The Department’ approval of Avianca’s application 

will enable this important capital-to-capital linkage. 

For some 34,000 Dulles passengers to Bogota every year, Avianca’s proposed flight 

offers the first nonstop service. For other U.S. travelers, the opportunity to connect to Colombia 

over the Dulles hub will mean a significant new competitive routing option for this key 

destination.     
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For these reasons, the Authority respectfully urges the Department to approve the 

Application of Avianca so that the carrier may inaugurate the proposed capital-to-capital Bogota 

service by June 12, 2008, and begin marketing it as soon as possible.  This exemption is 

authorized by 49 U.S.C § 40109 (c). 

 
        

       
       

March 24, 2008 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I hereby certify that on this 14th day of March 2008, a copy of the foregoing 

Application of Avianca, S.A. was served by electronic mail or facsimile on the following: 

 

R. Bruce Keiner, Jr.     Carl B. Nelson Jr. 
Lorraine B. Halloway     Associate General Counsel 
Counsel for Continental Airlines    American Airlines, Inc. 
Crowell & Moring LLP     1101 Seventeenth Street, N.W. 
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.   Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20004-2595    Washington, D.C. 20036 
rbkeiner@crowell.com     carl.nelson@aa.com 
Lhalloway@crowell.com 
 
Hershel I. Kam      John L. Richardson 
Staff Vice President,     Counsel for Amerijet International 
International and Regulatory Affairs   John L. Richardson, P.L.L.C. 
Dan Weiss      555 13th Street, N.W. 
Continental Airlines, Inc.    Suite 420 West 
Government Affairs – 8th Floor    Washington, D.C. 20004 
1600 Smith Street     jrichardson@johnlrichardson.com 
Dept. HQSGV 
Houston, TX 77002 
hkamen@coair.com 
dan.weiss@coair.com 
 
Jonathan Moss      Russell E. Pommer 
Counsel for United Airlines    Associate General Counsel and 
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP  Director of Regulatory Affairs 
1875 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW   Atlas Air, Inc. 
Washington, D.C. 20006    1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Jonathan.moss@wilmerhale.com   Suite 875 
       Washington, D.C. 20006 
       rpommer@atlasair.com 
 
John Palo      Kevin Montgomery 
Vice President, Planning Military   Peter Beckett 
And Government     Polar Air Cargo, Inc. 
Evergreen International Airlines, Inc.   1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
3850 Three Mile Lane     Suite 875 
McMinnville, OR 97128    Washington, D.C. 20006 
John.palo@evergreenairlines.com   Kevin.montgomery@polaraircargo.com 
       Peter.beckett@polaraircargo.com 
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Alexander Van der Bellen    Robert E. Cohn 
Managing Director – Government Affairs  Patrick Rizzi 
And Associate General Counsel    Counsel for Delta Air Lines 
Northwest Airlines, Inc.     Hogan & Hartson L.L.P. 
901 Fifteenth Street, N.W.    555 Thirteenth Street, N.W. 
Suite 301      Washington, D.C. 20004 
Washington, D.C. 20005    recohn@hhlaw.com 
Sascha.vanderbellen@nwa.com    prrizzi@hhlaw.com 
       Sametta.c.barnett@delta.com 
 
Marshall S. Sinick     William C. Evans 
Counsel for Florida West    John R. Mietus, Jr. 
International Airways     Counsel for Centurion Air Cargo 
Squire, Sanders & Dempsey L.L.P.   Law Office of john Mietus, LLC 
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.   1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 500      Suite 300 
Washington, D.C.  20007    Washington, D.C. 20004 
msinick@ssd.com     bill@mietuslaw.com 
       john@mietuslaw.com 
 
David L. Vaughan     James J. Ballough 
Counsel for United Parcel Service   Director 
Kelley Drye Collier Shannon    Flight Standards Service 
3050 K. Street, N.W.     Federal Aviation Administration 
Suite 400      800 Independence Avenue, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007    Room 821 
dvaughan@kelleydrye.com    Washington, D.C. 20591 
       jim.ballough@faa.gov 
 
Moffett B. Roller     Angeline Garbuzinski 
Counsel for Gemini Air Cargo    Legal and Regulatory Affairs 
Roller & Bauer, PLLC     Federal Express Corporation 
1020 Nineteenth Street, N.W.    3620 Hacks Cross Road 
Suite 400      Building B, 3rd Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20036    Memphis, TN 38125 
mroller@rollerbauer.com    anbird@fedex.com 
 
Robert P. Silverberg     Pierre Murphy 
Counsel for ABX Air     Counsel for Arrow Air 
Silverberg, Goldman & Bikoff, L.L. P.   1200 New Hampshire Avenue, S.W. 
1101 30th Street, N.W.     Suite 590 
Suite 120      Washington, D.C. 20036-6802 
Washington, D.C.  20007    pmurphy@lopmurphy.com 
rsilverberg@sgbdc.com 
 

  
       


