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Pursuant to the exemption authority that is the subject of this renewal application,

and a codesharing statement of authorization issued to China Southern,’ Delta displays its
designator code on flights operated by China Southern between the United States and China
(currently, on the Los Angeles-Guangzhou route), and between Delta’s authorized Chinese
gateways and points within China. Delta continues to be fully qualified to perform these
services and, in fact, was recently found fit and awarded certificate authority for the Atlanta-
Shanghai route, the very first U.S.-China service Delta will provide with its own aircraft.
See 2007/2008/2009 U.S.-China Air Services and Combination Frequency Allocation
Proceeding, DOT Order 2007-9-25, fn. 32. Delta requests that the Department take official
notice, pursuant to Rule 24 of the Department’s Rules of Practice, of all other data on file

with the Department necessary to establish Delta’s fitness.

Renewal of Delta’s exemption authority is in the public interest. Such authority
continues to be consistent with the aviation agreement between the United States and the
People’s Republic of China. Delta’s codesharing services on flights operated by
China Southern provide competition with U.S.-China services operated by other U.S. and
foreign carriers. Renewal of Delta’s authority will allow Delta to continue to offer these
important competitive services to consumers. Moreover, renewal of Delta’s U.S.-China
exemption authority will provide Delta with authority to enhance further its U.S.-China

codesharing offerings on flights operated by China Southern in response to consumer

: The statement of authorization, also granted by Notice of Action Taken dated

April 10, 2006, in these Dockets, continues in effect indefinitely, subject to the Department’s
standard blanket codesharing conditions.
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demand, particularly considering the forthcoming inauguration of Delta’s Atlanta-Shanghai
service and the recent addition of China Southern to full membership in the global SkyTeam

alliance.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Delta respectfully requests that the
Department renew Delta’s exemption authorizing it to continue to provide scheduled foreign
air transportation of persons, property, and mail between the United States and China on a
codeshare basis with China Southern, as described herein, and that the Department grant

such other relief it deems to be consistent with the public interest.

Respectfully submitted,

Ll

Robert E. Cohn

Patrick R. Rizzi

HOGAN & HARTSON LLP
555 Thirteenth Street, NW
Washington, DC 20004
(202) 637-4999/5659

Counsel for
DELTA AIR LINES, INC.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Application of Delta Air Lines, Inc. for
Renewal of Exemption Authority has been served this 6™ day of February, 2008, by electronic

mail, upon each of the following addressees:

carl.nelson@aa.com; rbkeiner@crowell.com; sascha.vanderbellen@nwa.com;

jeff. morgan@nwa.com; jonathan.moss@wilmerhale.com; howard_kass@usairways.com;
kevin.montgomery@polaraircargo.com; anbird@fedex.com; dvaughan@kelleydrye.com;
info@airlineinfo.com; esta.rosenberg@dot.gov
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R. Diane Carlson
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