








Department to provide AirTran the flexibility to vary the use of two slots allocated to AirTran by

Department Order 2003-1-16 and allow competition to exist in this market. 2

Under this request, AirTran will utilize stage 3 aircraft,3 will not operate between

10:00pm and 7:00am and will not increase total operations at DCA.

Similar to Spirit's DCA-FLL market, DCA-RSW is a highly seasonal market. In

addition, since AirTran initiated service in the DCA-RSW market, US Airways added three

roundtrips in the market. This provides clear evidence of the competitive value of AirTran's

service. For the summer months, when demand for DCA-RSW drops significantly, AirTran

proposes to cease direct nonstop service in the DCA-RSW market to serve DCA-MKE on May

21, 20084 and resume DCA-RSW service on November 2, 2008, which is the beginning of the

key winter season. On November 2, 2008, AirTran would cease the DCA-MKE service for the

winter season.

Approval of this request would be entirely consistent with the public interest and with

settled Department policy. By allowing AirTran to use those slots for the summer months in the

DCA-MKE market, AirTran will be able to utilize its limited DCA slots more efficiently and

thus best serve the public interest. Moreover, the new service will provide residents and

2 AirTran will operate an additional DCA-MKE seasonal roundtrip with the two slots awarded to it pursuant to
Order 2008-2-28. In order. to offer. important new seasonaLcompetition in this market, AirTran needs to Operate two
rountrips.

3 All of AirTran's DCA flights are being operated with 137-seat Boeing 737 or Il7-seat Boeing 717 aircraft.
AirTran's 737's and 717's include business class sections that are greatly valued by business travelers. These
aircraft feature increased passenger comforts including 100% recycled cabin air. More importantly for the
Washington community, they are among the most environmentally sound aircraft flying today with 24% better fuel
economy and the lowest all around noise level of other aircraft in service today. This is especially important for the
communities surrounding DCA and the communities served from DCA.

4 In order to initiate service on May 21, AirTran needs Department approval within a two week period. By
approving the request within a two-week period, AirTran will establish a competitive option for travelers beginning
on Memorial Day weekend, a high travel period.
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