














businesses in the MKE area and connecting markets with first time low-fare competition. This is
an exceptional circumstance that warrants relief under the provisions of 49 U.S.C. § 41714(d).
Based upon previous actions to protect its monopoly hold on DCA-MKE, it is likely that
Midwest will file documents to delay the Department’s decision on this request. The
Department should quickly reject such tactics and allow AirTran to bring its fares and service to
Washington and Milwaukee travelers as soon as possible.

CONCLUSION

AirTran’s request to utilize the two slots currently serving DCA-RSW to serve DCA-
MKE part of the year and DCA-RSW during the other part of the year meets the specific
decisional criteria enumerated in Section 41714(d) and the “exceptional circumstances™ test as
defined by the Department. This request is also fully consistent with the Department’s action in
approving Spirit’s seasonal use of DCA slots and statements made by the Department
emphasizing its broad authority to address all slot related issues.

Therefore, AirTran asks the Department to process this application in an expedited
manner to allow seasonal scheduling changes to be made with two DCA slots so that it can

operate two roundtrip competitive DCA-MKE flights for the spring/summer/fall season.
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