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On March 7, 2008, Midwest Airlines filed a rambling thirteen page document

making one additional attempt to protect its monopoly hold on service between Ronald

Reagan Washington National Airport ("DCA") and General Mitchell International

Airport (MKE).

DOT Order 2008-2-28 awarded AirTran two DCA slots and directed AirTran

Airways to file proposed flight schedules and effective start dates for the new service no

later than seven (7) business days from the Order's service date (February 27, 2008).

AirTran filed its response well within those seven business days. In its response, AirTran

proposed to utilize the two slots awarded by Order 2008-2-28 in the 1500 and 1700

hours, both available time slots according to the FAA.



Midwest.s comments that AirTran will not meet the Department's requirements to

initiate flights with the awarded slots by May 3, 2008, is another fictional claim to protect

its monopoly service.

AirTran is prepared to initiate service with the new slots on May 3, 2008.

Nevertheless, AirTran asked if it could start the service on May 6, 2008, which would

allow AirTran to more easily incorporate the flights in its entire system; this is important

for any new service. However, if the Department will not grant a "three" day extension,

AirTran will start service on May 3. 1

Midwest's comments suggest how distraught its management is that AirTran will

bring additional service and fare options to the residents of the Milwaukee area and to

connecting cities. Passengers are seeking low-fare service, and Midwest has never had

true low-fare competition. Fortunately, for passengers, Midwest will now face

competition in a critical business market.

AirTran again asks that its request to operate 1500 and 1700 slots be approved.
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I We note that May 3 is less than 60 days from now.
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