










one-hour period. Because these slots were being operated in these time

periods (1300 and 1400), they can clearly be accommodated without

exceeding the two slots per hour limit. AirTran is requesting that it be

allowed to operate one slot in each of these hours, leaving both hours open to

one additional slot reassignment.

Will not result in the withdrawal or reduction of slots operated by any other

carrier. Reassignment to the 1300 and 1400 slot hours will not affect any

other carrier's slot holdings or operations.

Will not result in a net increase in noise impact on surrounding communities.

Leaving these slots in the 1300 and 1400 hours will have no net impact

whatsoever on noise levels in communities surrounding DCA. Moreover, we

note that the 737 is one of the quietest and environmentally friendly jets

operating at DCA.

In addition to meeting these five requirements, the Department has required that

applicants for slot reassignment demonstrate that they hold only a limited number of slots

at DCA: "our authority to grant exemptions for slot slides at Reagan National is

applicable only in limited circumstances to meet the specific needs of carriers holding a

limited number of slots at that airport.,,3 With these two ATA slots, AirTran will hold

and operate an extremely limited number of DCA slots (only 12 between the hours of

0700 and 2159), well within the number of slots the Department has previously

determined to constitute a limited number, and satisfies the requirement that an applicant

for reassignment hold only a limited number of DCA slots. Thus AirTran's application

3 Application of Midwest Express Airline, Inc. Order 2000-7-20, July 14,2000, pA.
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