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IV. Establishment of Appropriate Compensation Measure

The proposed doubling of compensation limits raises the important question of

how they should be measured. We believe that the fare on which a limit is determined

should exclude government-imposed taxes and fees. Such taxes and fees are numerous

and add up to a substantial amount of the total cost of each passenger's aIr

transportation. 5 Given their amount and government origin, they are inappropriate for

inclusion in the compensation calculation.

V. Conclusion

As noted in these comments, the NPRM raises important implementation issues

that would affect both the customer's experience at the airport and the fairness of the

underlying rule that should be appropriately resolved in any final rule that the

Department promulgates.

Respectfully submitted,
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5 A list of these taxes and fees can be found at http://www.airJines.org/economics/taxes/excisetaxes.htm


