


























December 27, 2007

The Honorable Mary E. Peters
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 7th Street, S.\W.

Washington, DC 20590

Re: Application Comair, Inc., Docket OST-2000-7182

Dear Secretary Peters:

| strongly support Comair’'s request to provide service from the Okaloosa Regional Airport,
Fort Walton Beach, Florida to Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport under the
Department’s slot exemption proceeding, Docket OST-2000-7182.

The need for convenient and efficient travel to Washington D.C. has been evident in the
past and is more in demand today throughout the entire Florida Panhandle. Collectively,
Pensacola, Fort Walton Beach and Panama City — lacks non-stop service to DCA. in
addition, neither Okaloosa Regional Airport nor any of the region’s other airports have non-
stop air service to Washington-Dulles or Baltimore/Washington international Airport. This
service had been provided in the past and was used exiensively by the area’s military and
civilian population. The other markets applying for slot exemptions in this procedure have
service to at least one or more Washington area airports.

The local military complex, comprised of uniformed and civilian Department of Defense
employees supported by a myriad of supporting civilian contractors, features three military
instaliations on the largest military base in the world, Eglin Air Force Base, and is the
primary economic generator in Okaloosa County. This population numbers more than
60,000 workers and dependents. The complex is awarded $475 Million annuaily in DOD
contracts and has an economic impact of $5+ Billion annually to the community.

This new direct service is critical to the future growth of the Florida Panhandle. At one
time, | could fly to DC, attend a meeting, and return that evening. This was a cost savings
to our defense budget. | would like to see that service returned. Thank you for your
support. | greatly appreciate your positive consideration of Comair’'s application.

Sincerely,
Virgil W. Milter

Virgil W. Miller
Councitlman, Fort Walton Beach, FL
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FLORIDA'S
Great Northwest
December 27, 2007

The Honorable Mary E. Peters
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 7™ Street SW

Washington, DC 20590

-

Docket OST-2000-7182 -1505 ComAir

Dear Secretary Peters:

Florida’s Great Northwest, a sixteen-county, regional economic development effort representing
Northwest Florida from Pensacola through Tallahassee, is pleased to support ComAir’s request
to provide service from either the Pensacola Gulf Coast Regional Airport or the Fort Walton
Beach Regional Airport to Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport under the Department’s
slot exemption proceeding, Docket OST-2000-7182 - 1505. Approval of direct flights from both
airports would be our first priority, but service from either of the two airports is extremely
important to the region and to supporting the growing aerospace and defense and national
security industries located from Pensacola through Fort Walton Beach to Panama City.

There is no convenient travel pattern available for the business travelers, public officials or the
defense and national security industries to get to the Washington, D.C. area from Northwest
Florida. The prospect of being able to fly non-stop from Pensacola or Fort Walton Beach to
Washington, D.C. has created a great deal of excitement and anticipation in the business
community. Northwest Florida represents a growing, vibrant economy. Three of the nation’s
100 fastest growing counties (U.S. Census Bureau, 2005) are located in the region. All sixteen
counties are growing in population, workforce, productivity, and capital investment. Much of
this growth is attributed to the military, including a very significant positive impact in military
personnel, missions, and defense related private sector contracts as a result of the most recent
BRAC Round. The strong military presence has also created a si gnificant aerospace and defense
industry in the region, an industry that is currently experiencing rapid growth as well as an
industry that has frequent need to travel to Washington, D.C. Although direct Pensacola to
Washington, D.C. or Fort Walton Beach to Washington D.C. is mmportant to a huge portion of
the region’s business community, it is especially important to our growing national security and
aerospace and defense communities.
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