
Order 2005-1-19 
Served: 1/26/05 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Issued by the Department of Transportation 
onthe21st day of January,  2005 

Essential air service at I 
MACON, GEORGIA Docket OST-2005-20121 

under 49 U.S.C. 41731 et seq. I 
ORDER ALLOWING REDUCTION OF SERVICE 

AND GRANTING WAIVER REQUEST 

Background 
On January 15,2005, Atlantic Southeast Airlines, Inc., d/b/a Delta Connection, filed a notice of 
intent to reduce its unsubsidized scheduled service at Macon, Georgia. ASA filed its notice 
pursuant to the Department’s “one-third rule”: section 323.3(a)(5) of the Department’s 
Regulations requires a carrier to file a 90-day notice if its proposed suspension of service would 
reduce the total number of passenger seats linking the affected community to a Federal Aviation 
Administration-designated hub by 33 percent or more. In its notice, ASA also requests a waiver 
from the 90-day notice requirement in order to implement the service reduction on short notice, 
as of January 3 1. 

ASA is the only carrier operating scheduled service at Macon. ASA’s current schedule offers 
five nonstop round trips to Atlanta on weekdays (three with 50-seat Canadair Regional Jets, one 
with a 40-seat CRJ, and one with a 66-seat ATR72) and nine nonstop round trips to Atlanta on 
weekends (five with 50-seat CRJs, two with 40-seat CRJs, one with an ATR-72, and one with a 
70-seat CRJ). * 
In support of its waiver request, ASA states that the Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) has recently notified the City of Macon that TSA has prohibited carriers from operating 
revenue service at Macon’s Middle Georgia Regional Airport with aircraft offering more than 60 
passenger seats because the airport does not meet TSA security requirements for such aircraft. 
As a result, says ASA, it has already had to cancel flights with larger aircrafi,2 and it wishes to 
formally implement a reduced schedule as of January 3 1, consisting of two nonstop round trips to 
Atlanta each weekday (one with a 50-seat CRJ and one with a 40-seat CRJ) and three nonstop 
round trips on weekends (one with a 50-seat CRJ and two with 40-seat CRJs). ASA states that it 
intends to restore some of the lost service at a later date, when smaller aircraft become available, 

See the Appendix for a map. 
The Director of Macon’s Aviation Department has informed us that TSA’s requirement became 

effective on January 7. 
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and remains hopeful that the airport and TSA will resolve the situation in such a way that ASA 
can resume using larger aircraft at the airport. 

Essential Air Service Determination 
Macon’s essential air service determination, as last established by Order 84-2-40, 
February 10, 1984, called for two nonstop round trips a day to Atlanta providing at least 67 seats 
in each direction.3 

Decision 
We will allow ASA to reduce service at Macon as of January 3 1, as it requests. ASA’s service 
reduction is necessary to comply with TSA requirements. We hope that the issues are resolved 
soon, so that Macon’s service will be restored to a level commensurate with market demand. In 
the meantime, however, ASA’s reduced schedule will offer the Macon community 90 seats in 
each direction on weekdays and 130 seats in each direction on weekends. That level of capacity 
meets the 67 seats a day stipulated by Macon’s essential air service determination, which 
represents the maximum seating guarantee under the essential air service program. 
Consequently, Macon’s reduced service will continue to meet the level of service that the 
program was designed to maintain. 

This order is issued under authority delegated in 49 CFR 1.56a(f). 

ACCORDINGLY, 
1. We grant the request of Atlantic Southeast Airlines, Inc., d/b/a Delta Connection, for a waiver 
from the 90-day notice period required by 14 CFR 323.3(a)(5) in order to reduce its service at 
Macon, Georgia, as of January 3 1,2005; 

2. This docket will remain open until further order of the Department; and 

3. We will serve copies of this order on the mayor and airport manager of Macon, Georgia; and 
Atlantic Southeast Airlines, Inc., d/b/a Delta Connection. 

By: 

KARAN K. BHATIA 
Assistant Secretary for Aviation 

and International Affairs 

(SEAL) 
An electronic version of this document is available 

on the World Wide Web at http://dms.dot.gov 

Order 84-2-40 required capacity sufficient to accommodate 40 inbound and outbound passengers, 
which continues to represent the maximum guarantee under the essential air service program. Under 
the 60-percent load-factor standard subsequently established by the Airport and Airway Safety 
and Capacity Expansion Act of 1987, P.L. 100-223, the number of guaranteed seats is therefore 67: 
4010.60 = 66.7. 

http://dms.dot.gov
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