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and remains hopeful that the airport and TSA will resolve the situation in such a way that ASA
can resume using larger aircraft at the airport.

Essential Air Service Determination

Macon’s essential air service determination, as last established by Order 84-2-40,

February 10, 1984, called for two nonstop round trips a day to Atlanta providing at least 67 seats
in each direction.3

Decision

We will allow ASA to reduce service at Macon as of January 31, as it requests. ASA’s service
reduction is necessary to comply with TSA requirements. We hope that the issues are resolved
soon, so that Macon’s service will be restored to a level commensurate with market demand. In
the meantime, however, ASA’s reduced schedule will offer the Macon community 90 seats in
each direction on weekdays and 130 seats in each direction on weekends. That level of capacity
meets the 67 seats a day stipulated by Macon’s essential air service determination, which
represents the maximum seating guarantee under the essential air service program.
Consequently, Macon’s reduced service will continue to meet the level of service that the
program was designed to maintain.

This order is issued under authority delegated in 49 CFR 1.56a(f).

ACCORDINGLY,

1. We grant the request of Atlantic Southeast Airlines, Inc., d/b/a Delta Connection, for a waiver
from the 90-day notice period required by 14 CFR 323.3(a)(5) in order to reduce its service at
Macon, Georgia, as of January 31, 2005;

2. This docket will remain open until further order of the Department; and

3. We will serve copies of this order on the mayor and airport manager of Macon, Georgia; and
Atlantic Southeast Airlines, Inc., d/b/a Delta Connection.

By:
KARAN K. BHATIA
Assistant Secretary for Aviation
and International Affairs
(SEAL)

An electronic version of this document is available
on the World Wide Web at http.//dms.dot.gov

3 Order 84-2-40 required capacity sufficient to accommodate 40 inbound and outbound passengers,
which continues to represent the maximum guarantee under the essential air service program. Under
the 60-percent load-factor standard subsequently established by the Airport and Airway Safety

and Capacity Expansion Act of 1987, P.L. 100-223, the number of guaranteed seats is therefore 67:
40/0.60 = 66.7.
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