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APPLICATION OF NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.
FOR AN EXEMPTION

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 40109 and Rule 401 of the Rules of Practice of the Department
of Transportation (the “Department”), Northwest Airlines, Inc. (“Northwest”) hereby requests an
exemption from 49 U.S.C. § 41101 authorizing Northwest to provide scheduled foreign air
transportation of persons, property and mail between Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota and
Mazatlan, Mexico. Northwest requests that the exemption authority be issued as soon as
possible for a period of at least two years, and Northwest is polling the airlines served with this
application to expedite action.

In support of this application, Northwest respectfully states the following:

1. Northwest seeks an exemption authorizing scheduled foreign air transportation of
persons, property and mail between Minneapolis/St. Paul and Mazatlan, Mexico. Northwest
intends to operate Saturday-only nonstop Minneapolis/St. Paul-Mazatlan flights utilizing A-320

aircraft, commencing January 8, 2005. Northwest asks the Department on an expedited basis to



exempt Northwest for Minneapolis/St. Paul-Mazatlan service and notify the Mexican civil
aviation authorities of Northwest’s designation on the route.

2. Northwest’s proposed Minneapolis/St. Paul-Mazatlan service will provide
significant benefits to travelers and shippers and is clearly in the public interest. The proposed
service also is fully consistent with the Air Transport Agreement between the U.S. and Mexico.
Route 1(a) of the U.S.-Mexico bilateral aviation agreement authorizes carriers designated by the
United States to operate from “a point or points in the United States to a point or points in
Mexico,” and a U.S.-flag designation is available for the Minneapolis/St. Paul-Mazatlan route.
See U.S.-Mexico Agreement, Annex [, A(1)(a).

3. Northwest holds various certificates of public convenience and necessity and
exemptions authorizing it to engage in scheduled foreign air transportation of persons, property
and mail, including between the United States and points in Mexico. See e.g., Order 2001-4-15.
Northwest is fit, willing and able to provide the proposed services described in this application.

WHEREFORE, Northwest Airlines, Inc. respectfully requests an exemption from 49
U.S.C. § 41101 to provide scheduled foreign air transportation of persons, property and mail
between Minneapolis/St. Paul and Mazatlan, Mexico, for a two-year period. Northwest also
requests that the Department notify the Mexican civil aviation authorities of Northwest’s
designation on the route promptly.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Megan Rae Rosia /s/

Megan Rae Rosia

Managing Director, Government Affairs &
Associate General Counsel

NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.

901 15" Street, N.W., Suite 310

Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 842-3193




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

On this 6™ day of August, 2004, a copy of the foregoing Application of Northwest

Airlines, Inc. was served by electronic mail on the following:

Marshall S. Sinick

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey L.L.P.
(for Alaska)

Msinick@ssd.com

Joanne W. Young
Baker & Hostetler LLP
(for America West)
jyoung@bakerlaw.com

Carl B. Nelson, Jr.
Associate General Counsel
American Airlines, Inc.
carl.nelson@aa.com

Brian Hunt

General Counsel
American Trans Air
brian.hunt@jiflyata.com

R. Bruce Keiner, Jr.

Lorraine B. Halloway

Counsel for Continental Airlines
Crowell & Moring LLP
rbkeiner@crowell.com
lhalloway@crowell.com

Robert E. Cohn

Shaw, Pittman

(for Delta)
robert_cohn@shawpittman.com

Edward P. Faberman
Ungaretti & Harris

(for Frontier and Sun Country)
epfaberman@uhlaw.com

Jeffrey A. Manley

Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering
(for United)
jmanley@wilmer.com

Howard Kass

Associate General Counsel
US Airways, Inc.

howard kass@usairways.com

Steve Wareham

Airport Director

Minneapolis/St. Paul
International Airport

swareham@mspmac.org




