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Corporation 

Docket Operations and Media Vknagement Division 

400 Seventh Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20590 

M-30, ROOm PL-40 1 

RE: Essential Air Service Pro$tam, Termination of Subsidy at Rutland 
Docket OST-199-2784 - A S  

The Rutlaud Economic Development Corporation SUOA& suppottit the RWand 
Airport and the air service it currenrly provides M the Region. know YOU we aware 
of the impomice of the air service. to the Regioa's econoroy and based on a recent state 
study can wfy for you &e cutlexn impact on the Iocal community ai $7,554,396. 
While the air .service provides the ability to connect with the res!, of New England and &e 
world, we also consider this a significant monetary impact on our econ,nomy. 

Airports and the communities they serve djxactly affect rhe econornic well being 
of each other, for good and for bad. Development of a strong tax base, &e csenZlon of 
jobs and kcmasad corporate relocation are all affected by &E quality of wr service B 
community receives. Ir; tha Rutland Region, even with &B September 1 I* drop in traffic, 
rhe WOrC and air service play a vital role in amct.ing new busines and in providing 
medium to long-range tourist Connaction~ to the existing recreation indusuy in the region- 
As a consequence. the threat of losirg air service is m w d  a5 a very serious problem by 
the enhre commrmity, 

We understand that the Esiiential Air Service Program that mbsidizes the current 
air s m k c  wiff essentially be terminated under the Order TO Show Cause issued by the 
Departmenk of Transportarion recently. If the Oi& is finahzed the airline will no doubt 
be lost to more lucrative communities- Al~A~ugh we would cmainly prefor to &ec the 
airline operate unsubsidized, the current volatile stare of the industry and the post 9/11 
plummet in passenger u a c  make that impossibIe at thi3 time. 

The gloomy prospect of losing ServIcc concem6 us and wc are asking tha  you 
help ensure this community's economic well being by either questing proposals for new 
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service within stamtow limiis a1 exrendiig our cumnt canjer for Y getjod rhac would 
allow a test of a concend InarkeUtq C f f w  - 1 consider C D T 1 6 b n t  mwkeung with 2ihc 
the introduction of a ncw senice or a continuation of our exlsclng service lhe kcy to 
Rutland’s air wkvlce success. 

Befofe the Large and pOS61bly irreversible step of bminating ai1 service is rake! 
am *king that every consideration be given to a community whose rraff~c record bcfw 
Sepcemba 1 lth indicated BUCCSSS. If we lose OUT air service, we want to know wi& .R 
cartdnty that the loss was unavoidable. 

Copies to: James Douglas, Govemor, Sure of Vermont 
J a m s  Jeffords, US. Senator 
Pauick leahy, U.S. Senator 
Qvin Dom, Secretary, CommoXce and Community ntvelopment 
John CasSarino, Mayor, Rutland City 
Thomas Donahtie, Exemthe Director, RRCC 
Richard Baker, Chairman. RRTC 
Pat McDonald. Sacrctary, VAOT 
Senator Kevin Mullin 
Representative David Allairc 
Kch Tumer, Vmont Aviation Program Manager 
Thasnas Trudeau, Rutland Aiqm Manages 
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