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My name is Richard M. Weintraub and [ am a frequent traveler using the Rutland
State Airport, Rutland, Vermont. The purpose of this letter is to encourage you to
continue the Essential Air Service program at Rutiand. As & recent retiree from US
Airways (Seoior Director of Public and Media Relations), I believe I can bring an
informed and somewhet unique perspestive to this situation.

It should be acknowledged at the outsct that Rutland must make ct¥orts to
increase fts pessenger base and the commumity now is aware in ways that it hes not been
previously that it must undertake urgent efforts to market the considerable wintter and
ssmmer tourism potentiel of the region. Four major ski areas are within 45 minutes of the
Rutland Atrport (the two bargest within 20 minutes) and each of those areas now has
summer programs to complemens the winter ski sesson. Based upon discussions with US
Airways executives, there is ample reason to believe that the ajrline will cooperate with
efforts to promote both skiing (winter) and golf (summer) in the Rutland region.

It also must be ecknowledged that the Rutland region shares the after-effiscts of
9/11 along with the entire aviation industry. It simply is premeture to cemove this
overriding factor from the air service equation. Further, as a US Airways Express
community, the impact of the parent airline’s Chapter 11 filing also must be taken into
account.

Finally, the sormal impact of mileage caloulations simply do not apply to
Rutfand. The city is served by no Interstate highways and most fravel in the region is via
two-lane state roads that go through numerous simall towns. In winter, road conditions
often are difficult dus to spow and ice. In short, it Iy not unusual for a trip to Burlington
1o take at least an hour and haif, a trip to Albany two hours and a trip to Manchester or
Hartford, two and a half hours — and that is when the weathet s good. Based upon
persare] and professional expeticnss, this is a considerable inpediment to the wse of
these altemative airports. While there may be some impact from low-cost carriers at these
alrports, it likely is not anywhere ¢lose to the department’s assumptions.
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Rutland should be given an opportunity to prove itself absent the regtraints of
9/11. It now is aware of the need for a significant marketing program. It should be given
the o ity to implement that program.

Ly,
Richard M. Weintraub
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