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September 20, 2002
Mr. Norman Y. Mmeta

Secretary )

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S.W., Room 10200
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Mineta:

IwriteonbehalftotbeNonhHoustonAssociaﬁontouprmsupponforthc
Continental-Delta-Northwest Marketing Agreement, which is now under
review by your Department.

Theaiﬂineindusu'y,whichlmmcntlymminedunprecedemedlossa,is
extremely important to our regional economy. The recent announcements of
service and employment reductions by certain carriers give us tremendous
concem for our economic future. Following many months of bad news for the
airlincindns&y,wewerepleasedtolwnabanﬂ\eMukeﬁngAyeemm
WeregardttharketingAgrwnanasanimpomntsteptowardprovidinga
deg:uofstabilityforconmmsandeanienmdtowwdmevﬁnghopethat
wrairpmwiﬂconﬁmnetobcthcwonomicmgineformrmgion.

UndertlwAgreemem,consumswiﬂbmﬁtbyimpmvedu'avelopﬁomand~

expanded frequent flyer benefits. Carriers will benefit by expanding their

networks through code sharing. It should be noted that all of this would occur

independent competitors of each other and of other airlines. The three airlines

ﬁsipdependmﬂypﬁce,sche@k,sampwityandmkeyiddnmgeman
ions.

Our community views the proposed Marketing Agreement between
Conﬁnml,Delhandethmasanoppommityformhofthethreeto
Thiswillmcanmorecompctiﬁonthrwghthecreaﬁonofthreemble
competitors with more stable route networks. We are sure the Department
agreuﬂmd:ebencﬁtsofﬂneMarkctingAgrmnmglm.

The economic challenges currently facing every major airline in the U.S. are
signiﬁam;lurgcymweompleteanexpeditedreviewandallowexpedited
impl i ofthisMa:kctingAgrwnentasitwillbetremendousbeneﬁt
forconsnmeu,oommuniﬁes,airﬁnmandﬂwiranployca.

Sincerely,
Senator Jon Lindsay
President
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