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The Department of Transportation has issued Docket OST-1998-4704, an Order to Show 
Cause tentatively terminating the subsidy eligibility of Gallup, New Mexico, under the Essential 
Air Service Program (EAS). The Department issued this order because they believe the subsidy 
per passenger exceeds the $200 per passenger statutory ceiling and the community is less than 
210 highway miles from the medium hub airport at Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Gallup Mayor John Pena, on behalf of the City Council of the City of Gallup, has 
recently submitted formal objections to the order for several reasons and respectfully request that 
you give strong consideration to their objections. In the meantime, as is stated in the order, I 
strongly urge you to maintain the subsidy and require Mesa to continue its Gallup service until 
you have issued a final order dealing with the objections. The EAS subsidy and Mesa Airline's 
service is a vital component to the economic development and well-being of Gallup and the 
surrounding communities. I cannot stress enough how devastating this loss of service would be 
to the City of Gallup. 

With that and the formal objections filed by the City of Gallup in mind, I urge you to 
reconsider terminating their EAS subsidy, and at the very least continue this critical service to this 
cc"unity until their fonnal objections have been thoroughly considered. Thank you for your 
consideration of my request. I look forward to receiving your prompt reply and working with you 
on this and other issues in the future. 

am Tom Udal1 

Member of Congress 

Cc: The Honorable Norman Mineta, Secretary, Department of Transportation 
Mr. Dennis DeVaney, Chief of EAS and Domestic Analysis 
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