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U. S. Department of Transportation
400 7™ Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20580

REFERENGE: Essential Air Service
: at Beckley, West Virginia/Blugfield/Princeton, West Virginia

Docket 0ST-1997-2761 <=
Order 2000 -8 - 16

Dear Mr. Niederberger:
- Presently our company is operating scheduled air service between Beckley,

Bluefield/Princeton, West Virginia and Dulles Intemational Airport in accordance with the
above referenced order. We are presently operating four round trip flights each week

day and three each weekend.

QOur company is affiliated with U.S. Airways, as a U.S. Airways Express Carrier,
and as you know U.S. Airways has a very large hub at Pittsburgh. The traffic between
Beckley, Bluefield/Princeton, Dulles International Airport has consistently fallen below our

estimated passenger volume.

We have discussed this with the community and have received their support to
change our schedule so that we operate three round trip flights each week day, two round
trip flights each weekend, between Beckley, Bluefisld/Princeton and Pittsburgh and one
round trip flight each weekday, and one round trip flight each weekend between Beckley,
Bluefield/Princeton and Dulles International Airport. Please see the enclosed copies of

letters of support from the communities.
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We believe the Pittsburgh service' will offer the citizens of Beckley,
Biuefield/Princeton a much greater choice of connections at the U.S. Air Hub.

We respectfully request that your office approve this change in our EAS service,
effective November 4, 2001.

Sincerely yours,

Michael J. Colgan,
President

MJC:pw

Enclosures

cc: John L. Gilley, Manager
Mercer County Airport
Tom Cochran, Airport Manager
Raleigh County Memorial Airport
Emmett S. Pugh Ill, Mayor
City of Beckley
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