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The Senate

State of Hatuaii

STATE CAPITOL
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813

August 30, 2001

Docket Management Facility

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 7th Street SW

Nassif Building, Room PL-401
Washington, D.C. 205090-001
Fax: (202)493-2251

RE: DOCUMENT OST-1999-6502-12/Order 2001-8-9
Dear Sir/Madame:

I am writing to express my objections to Document OST-1999-6502-12/Order 2001-8-9 that
reflects the policy that the U.S. Department of Transportation will implement if Congress enacts
the essential air service (EAS) program reductions contained in the Administration's fiscal year
2002 budget proposal. The proposed reductions would terminate essential air service subsidies
to seventeen communities as of October 1, 2001. Specifically, the implementation of Order
2001-8-9 would terminate the subsidy eligibility for the community of Hana, Hawaii.

The isolated town of Hana is situated in a geographically unique area of East Maui. Access to
this community is by a 51-mile twisting highway with 32 one-lane bridges on one side and an
unpaved road on the other. It is not unusual for visitors to spend an entire day traveling between
Central Maui and Hana depending on the traffic flow and weather conditions.

Residents and visitors alike are dependent upon and appreciate the availability of scheduled air
service to and from rural Hana town. The EAS program has proven to be economically
beneficial to the community and addresses the health and safety issues relative to rural, isolated
communities across our nation.

Although I understand that the reductions are reflective of budget limitations, I strongly believe
that the elimination of the EAS subsidy to Hana would not be in the best interest of this
community.






