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Ms. Susan McDermott, Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Aviation
and International Affairs

Documentary Services and Media
Management Division

SVC - 124 Room PL — 401

Department of Transportation

400 7" St. S. W.

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Ms. McDermott:

RE: Order 2001-8-9
Docket OST-1999-6592 -/

We analyzed carefully your statement of proposed policy regarding program
reductions, in which one of the airports affected is in our municipality of Ponce,

Puerto Rico.

Although your plan for meeting budget reduction is based on a very objective
basis (highway miles), it does not attend feasibility regarding “time” to reach hub
airport.

Ponce’s airport serves a region population of around a half million persons. San
Juan’s airport is at the narrow part of a funnel regarding high density traffic. This
factor is a negative one for business and tourism and should be addressed

properly.

Ponce is the second largest city in Puerto Rico, with a growing tourist industry,
cruise ship docks, and a cultural and historic heritage, which promotes our city as
“the place” to visit, after the capital, San Juan. This polarization is part of the
central government’s strategic plan to promote economic development in the

Southern region.
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