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Essential Air Service at

under 49 U.S.C. 41731 et seq.

ORDER SELECTING CARRIER
AND SETTING FINAL RATE

Summary

By this order, the Department is selecting Corporate Airlines, Inc to provide essential air
service at Marion/Herrin, Illinois, for a two-year period, at an annual subsidy of $794,031.

Background

On or about May 8, 2000, Corporate Airlines took over several
routes into St. Louis, including Merion/Herrin, as a Trans World
Express code-share affiliate. On August 31, 2000, Corporate
Airlines, Inc. filed a 90-day notice of its intent to terminate all
scheduled air service at Marion/Herrin, Ilhnoxs effective
November 29, 2000.

By Order 2000-11-16, issued November 15, 2000, the Department
prohibited Corporate Airlines from suspending service at
Marion/Herrin for 30 days beyond the end of the 90-day notice
period, through December 29, 2000, and requested proposals from
air carriers interested in providing replacement service at the
community.

Corporate Airlines is the only air carrier providing scheduled service at Marion/Herrin and
currently serves the community with four nonstop round trips each weekday to St. Louis

and six nonstop round trips each weekend (a total of 26 weekly round trips) with 19-seat
Jetstream 32 aircraft.



Carrier Proposal

Corporate Airlines, the only airline that filed a proposal in response to our request,
submitted two service options. Under its first option, the airline proposes to continue its
current service of 26 nonstop round trips a week to St. Louis with 19-seat Jetstream 32
aircraft at an annual subsidy of $794,031. Its second option is to provide 18 nonstop
round trips a week to St. Louis at an annual cost of $619,532.

A detailed summary of Corporate Airline’s subsidy proposal is contained in Appendix A.

Community Comments

By telephone, the airport manager of the Williamson County Regional Airport serving the
Marion/Herrin area advised the Department that the communities in the region were very
pleased with the current service being provided by Corporate Airlines and fully supported
the 26 weekly nonstop round trip service proposal submitted by the airline.

Selection Decision

It is the normal practice of the Department to authorize subsidy for three round trip flights
per day for all but the smallest traffic-generating communities. On the other hand, the
Department recognizes that occasionally particular situations may warrant subsidized
service at levels higher than generally provided.

Marion/Herrin is not the typical essential air service community. Although the number of
passengers generated at subsidized EAS communities varies greatly by community, most
fall into the 5,000-10,000 passengers-a-year range. As the chart below shows,
Marion/Herrin has averaged about 20,000 passengers a year over the last three years, and
was in the 25,000-30,000 passengers-a-year range during the mid-1990’s. An average of
25,000 passengers a year equates to an average of 80 passengers a day (based on 313 days
to account for typically reduced service on weekends) or 40 a day in each direction.
Based on Corporate’s four-round-trip-a-day option, there would be an average of 10
passengers per flight, sufficient or nearly sufficient to be operated subsidy free. While
traffic has declined in the last few years, the early returns are that Corporate has been able
to reverse that downward trend, but not as quickly as the carrier had projected. Corporate
Airlines is a commuter air carrier and is already providing reliable scheduled air service
at several communities including Kirksville, Cape Girardeau and Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri. Community officials in Marion and Herrin also report that Corporates’s
service is highly reliable. Based on all of the above, while we remain concerned about
the significant increase in subsidy required for the four-round-trip-a-day option compared
to three a day ($794,031 vs. $619,532), we will authorize subsidy for the higher service
level for this two-year contract period. We expect that Corporate and the community will
work together in the next two years to raise traffic levels to the point where subsidy will
not be required after this two-year contract. Failing that, however, we are putting the
community on notice that we will closely examine the traffic results of the next two years
in the context of the need to continue to subsidize four round trips a day.



Historical Passenger Traffic at Marion/Herrin, llinois
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Carrier Fitness

49 U.S.C. 41737(b) and 41738 require that we find an air carrier fit, willing and able
to provide reliable service before we may compensate it for essential air service.
Corporate Airlines was found by the Department to be fit, willing and able to engage
in scheduled passenger operations as a commuter air carrier by Order 95-8-2, issued
August 2, 1995. Most recently, in Order 2000-10-3, the Department found that
Corporate Airlines continues to be fit to operate as a commuter air carrier and is
capable of providing reliable essential air service at Kirksville, Missouri. Since that
time, no information has come to our attention that would lead us to question the
carrier’s ability to operate in a reliable manner. While preparing this Order, the
Department discussed the operational fitness of Corporate Airlines with the FAA’s
Flight Standards District Office in Nashville. The FAA advised us that the carrier
continues to conduct its operations in accordance with all regulations, and knows of
no reason why we should not find that Corporate Airlines remains fit and can
continue to be relied on to provide reliable essential air service. Based on the above,
we find that Corporate Airlines is fit to provide the essential air transportation at issue
in this case.

This order is issued under authority delegated in 49 CFR 1.56a(f).

ACCORDINGLY

1. The Department selects Corporate Airlines, Inc., to provide essential air service at
Marion/Herrin, Illinois, as described in Appendix B, for the two-year period beginning on
November 30, 2000;

2. The Department sets the final rate of compensation for Corporate Airlines Service,
Inc., for the provision of essential air service at Marion/Herrin, Illinois, as described in
Appendix A, for the two-year period beginning on November 30, 2000, payable as
follows: for each calendar month during which essential air service is provided, the
amount of compensation shall be subject to the weekly ceiling set forth in Appendix A,



and shall be determined by multiplying the subsidy-eligible flights each way completed
during the month by $601.78;!

3. We direct Corporate Airlines, Inc., to retain all books, records, and other source
and summary documentation to support claims for payment, and to preserve and
maintain such decumentation in a manner that readily permits its audit and examination
by representatives of the Department. Such documentation shall be retained for seven
years or until the Department indicates that the records may be destroyed. Copies of
flight logs for aircraft sold or disposed of must be retained. The carrier may forfeit its
compensation for any claim that is not supported under the terms of this order;

4. We find that Corporate Airlines, Inc., continues to be fit, willing and able to
operate as a certificated air carrier and capable of providing reliable essential air
service at Marion/Herrin, Illinois;

5. This docket will remain open until further order of the Department; and
6. We will serve a copy of this order on the mayors of Marion and Herrin, the airport

manager of the Williamson County Regional Airport, the Illinois Department of
Transportation, and Corporate Airlines, Inc.

By:
FRANCISCO J. SANCHEZ
Assistant Secretary for Aviation
and International Affairs
(SEAL)

An electronic version of this document is available on the World Wide Web at
http://dms.dot.gov/

1 See Appendix A for the calculation of this rate, which assumes the use of the aircraft designated. If the
carrier reports a significant number of aircraft substitutions, revision of this rate may be required.



