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BEFORE THE
DEPARTMVENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON
OFFI CE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHI NGTON, D. C

In the matter of the applications of 1 Dockets 0OST-99-5593
: OST-97- 3289

DELTA AIR LINES, INC and : CST-98-4577
AEROVI AS DE MEXICO S. A DE C V. 1 OST-97- 2161

ANSVWER OF NORTHWEST Al RLI NES, | NC

Northwest Airlines, Inc. ("Northwest") requests that the
Department approve Northwest's applications for code-share
authority on U. S -Mexico routes with A aska Airlines, Inc.
("Al'aska") and Continental Airlines, Inc. ("Continental")
wi t hout del ay. Nort hwest supports the Departnent's approval of
ot her code-share applications between the U S. and Mexico since
sufficient opportunities are available for all applicants and
the public would not be deprived of the benefits of Northwest's
code-share services with Al aska and Continental. However, the
Departnment should defer any action on the Delta/Aeronexico
applications since consideration of their requests for code-
share exclusivity, additional city pairs and bl anket beyond-
gateway authority may delay the Departnment's imredi ate approval

of Northwest's application and those of its code-share partners.




Nort hwest states as follows in support of its position

1. The Departnment should not allow Delta and Aeronexico
to hinder Northwest's ability to begin its proposed U S.-Mxico
code-share services with Alaska and Continental expeditiously.
Delta and Aeronexico have opted at the eleventh hour to request
new authority from the Departnment for code-share exclusivity,
bl anket beyond-gateway authority and additional city pairs even
t hough the Department stands ready now to allocate U S.-Mxico
code-share authority to all applicants. The Departnent will
likely require considerable tinme and devote nmuch attention to
the conplex and controversial issues associated with code-share
exclusivity for Delta and Aeromexico. Northwest's applications
for code-share authority with Al aska and Continental have been
pendi ng since February, and their alliance agreenents have been
filed with the Departnent and reviewed. CQther applications for
U S.-Mexi co code-share authority have been pending for |engthy
periods of tinme. The Departnent should not be distracted from
granting these outstanding applications imediately. The public
shoul d not be denied the considerable benefits of Northwest's
code-share arrangenents with Al aska and Continental because
Delta and Aeronexico seek now to change the Departnent's focus.
Instead, the Departnent should require Delta and Aeronmexico to

wait for their authority until their issues are resolved by the




Departnent and approve all other pending applications wthout
del ay.

2. Nort hwest's proposed service wll provide significant
benefits to travelers and shippers, is clearly in the public
interest and should be granted i mediately. The proposed code-
share service will enable Northwest to offer additional on-line
U S.-Mexico service and increase the service options avail able
to the U S traveling public. Northwest will bring additiona
conpetition to the U S. -Mxico routes now served by Al aska
Continental and other airlines. The nunerous consuner benefits
will include one-stop check-in at the airport, frequent flyer
program enhancenents, inproved interline services for baggage
and nore conveni ent, coordinated connecti ons. Nort hwest's new
travel options nmade possible through this arrangenent, conbined
with the efficiency of code-sharing on Al aska and Conti nental
flights, will enable Northwest to conpete with other carriers
nore effectively on U S. -Mxico routes.

For the foregoing reasons, Northwest requests that the
Departnent approve its pending applications for code-share
authority wth Al aska and Continental and the applications of

other carriers immediately and defer action on the pending




applications of Delta and Aeronexico pending resolution of the
i ssues raised by Delta and Aeronexi co.
Respectful ly submtted,
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