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Docket Management Facility

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, SW

Nassif Building, Room PL-401
Washington, D.C. 20590-0001

Re: Docket No. FAA-2006-25709
14 CFR Part 93, Congestion Management Rule for LaGuardia Airport
Proposed Rule

To Whom It May Concern:

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has published a notice of proposed rulemaking to
address congestion at New YorkOd aGuardia Airport (LGA) after the expiration of the current
High Density Rule at the end of this year.

The proposed rule not only maintains the current restriction of seventy-five operations per
hour but contains aircraft size limitations which may cause the elimination of non-stop, air
service from Madison, Wisconsin to New YorkOsLGA airport. LaGuardia is ranked as
MadisonOsfourth most popular destination city pair with over 52,000 passengers annually.
The existing non-stop service to LGA is an economically self-sustaining service that is
coveted by the community and critical for the economic development needs of south central
Wisconsin. The University of Wisconsin, which is among the largest academic and scientific
research centers in the country, not only has an important student population base in the
New York metropolitan area but also requires access to the important financial and cultural
centers in the area. Specifically of concern to the Dane County Regional Airport is the
restriction of access to LGA to small hub airport markets that are greater than 300 miles
from the LGA airport. There are many small communities throughout the nation which rely
on regional jet aircraft access to LGA that are more than 300 miles from LGA and that would
be subject to the aircraft size requirement in the proposed rule. The size requirement
necessitates that airlines increase aircraft fleet size they operate to LGA therefore
discriminating and putting at risk regional jet access for small hub markets such as Dane
County Regional Airport, Madison, Wisconsin.

The rule establishes a schedule for the federal government to confiscate ten percent (10%)
of each airlineOsslot holdings each year and redistribute them by auction. Additionally, the
rule mandates a minimum aircraft size for each airlineOperation at LGA and causes small
hub airport markets competitive difficulty in access to non-stop service to LGA. While the FAA
has successfully demonstrated its ability to regulate the number of airline operations per
hour at LGA, it is extremely overreaching for the FAA to now regulate competition by




restricting access to aircraft and airport size by the issuance of Operating Authorizations to
the most important
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business center in our nation. At a minimum, the FAA should consider allocating access to
congested airports, such as LGA, through a process that provides the access permit to the
communities rather than to the airline companies and, in the case of LGA, a baseline
schedule for January 1, 2007 should be used to further this process.

In summary, access to LGA is a critical component of south central WisconsinOscurrent and
future economic development, particularly given the importance of the University of
Wisconsin, financial institutions and the areaOsbiotechnology industry. Reconsideration of
the proposed rule is respectfully requested.

Sincerely,

fat LA

Bradley S. Livingston, AAE
Airport Director
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