


































D. Conclusion

The Department's proposal to address the serious problem of congestion through

major revision of its longstanding rates and charges policy raises a series of important

and unanswered questions. Aside from the lack of justification for the pronounced policy

shift, the proposal reflects little understanding of the complex realities ofnetwork airline

operations and the potential impact of proposed congestion-related fees on carriers and

passengers. Furthermore, there is no basis to believe that the congestion-related fees that

form the core of the proposal can actually be effective.

Given the myriad deficiencies of the proposal, and for the reasons stated

elsewhere in these comments and those of the Air Transport Association, US Airways

respectfully urges the Department to reconsider and revise or withdraw its Proposal

Regarding Airport Rates and Charges.

Respectfully submitted,

oward Kass
Managing Director and
Associate General Counsel

Benjamin T. Slocum
Director and Assistant General Counsel
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