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Delta Air Lines, Inc. (“Delta”) hereby answers the captioned applications of 

United Air Lines, Inc. (“United”) and moves to consolidate them in a single 

comparative selection proceeding along with Delta’s contemporaneous application 

for additional New York (JFK)-Paris frequencies.  Delta opposes United’s 

application because it would prevent the introduction of more rapid and superior 

replacement service for Tower Air by Delta.   
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United does not propose to utilize the available Tower frequencies for 

nearly a full year (April 1, 2001).  United asserts that this extensive startup delay 

is necessary to permit United time to plan and market its new services.  Given that 

the U.S.-France transatlantic marketplace will be completely open by 2003, the 

Department should not accept a proposal that would involve a full year of 

foregone benefits.   

As stated in Delta’s contemporaneously filed application, Delta is prepared 

to commence services promptly at the beginning of the next IATA traffic season.  

This will provide New York with its soonest replacement capacity for the lost 

service resulting from the demise of Tower Air.  Unlike United, Delta would also 

benefit the numerous U.S. cities that Delta serves behind its JFK gateway. 

Furthermore, in light of United’s recently announced plan to acquire 

US Airways, United should not receive any new Paris authority in this proceeding.  

Acquisition of US Airways would give United two new nonstop Paris services 

from US Airways' Northeast gateways at Philadelphia (less than 90 miles from 

New York), as well as Pittsburgh.  The award of additional New York-Paris 

authority is essential to providing Delta the network capacity it needs to help 

combat the growing threat to competition posed by United and the STAR alliance. 
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WHEREFORE, Delta urges the Department to deny United’s request and 

grant Delta’s application for an allocation of seven (7) weekly U.S.-France 

combination service frequencies for JFK-Paris service.  
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