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DdtaAir Lines Inc. ("Ddta"), pursuant to 49 U.S.C. § 40109 and Subpart D of the
Department of Trangportation's Procedurd Regulations, hereby goplies for an exemption from
49 U.SC. §41101 to permit Ddtato engage in scheduled foreign air trangportation of persons,
property and mail between the United States and Portugd to the full extent permitted by the
U.S.-Portugd “open skies’ agreement reached on December 22, 1999, Ddta plansto begin
third country codeshare sarvice between the United States and Porto, Portugd, via Paris, on or
about February 1, 2000. In order to dlow Ddtato plan and effectively market this new
savice, Ddtarequests that this exemption gpplication be granted immediatdy. Delta will
conduct a pall of the U.S. carrier representativeslised on the attached servicelig to
determineif there areany objectionsto this application and will advise the Department

of theresultsas soon aspossible.



Application of Delta Air Lines, Inc.
Page 2

Ddtaregueststhat, conggent with DOT palicy, its Portugd open skiesexemption
authority remain in effect for aperiod of a leest two years. Ddtafurther requests route
integration authority to permit Ddtato combine U.S-Portugd sarviceswith dl other Ddlta
sarvices authorized by exising certificates and exemptions granted by the Department, to the

extent permitted by gpplicable internationd agreaments.
In support of this goplication, Ddta submits the following:

1 Beginning on or about February 1, 2000, Deta plansto offer third country
codeshare sarvice between the United States, on the one hand, and Lisbon and Porto, Portugd,
on the other hand. Dedtawill display its“DL" designator code on flights operated by its
codeshare partner, Societé Air France, between Paris, France and these pointsin Portugd.
Ddtadready holds catificate authority to serve Lisbon, but does not hold authority to serve
Porto. Ddtais herein requesting exemption authority to serve any point in Portugd so thet it
can immediatdy begin sarvice to Porto, while gaining the flexibility to implement sarvice to other
Portuguese points in the future, conggtent with the rights thet are availableto U.S. carriers under

the new U.S--Portugd open skies agreament.

2. Ddtaisfully qudified to perform the proposed sarvices. Ddlta requests thet the
Department take officid notice, pursuant to Rule 24 of the Department’ s Rules of Practice, of

dl other data on file with the Department necessary to establish Ddta sfitness
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3. The authority sought herein is governed by and conggtent with the open skies
agreament between the United States and Portugd,, which wias reached earlier this month.
Deta seeks authority to engage in scheduled foreign ar trangportation of persons, property, and
mail between apoint or pointsin the United States, directly and viaintermediate points, and a

paint or pointsin Portugdl, and beyond::

4, Approva of this gpplication isdealy in the public interest. Ddtawill operate
thefirg online U.S-flag sarvice to Porto. With its extensve domestic route network, Ddtawill
be able to provide trave ers throughout the United States with enhanced service options to
Porto and, in the future, other pointsin Portugd. Ddta's proposed sarvice will provide needed
competition with various sarvices to Portugd thet are operated by other U.S. and foreign flag
cariers. Such savice improvements are precisdy the type of consumer bendfitsthe liberdized

avidion agreement with Portugd was designed to achieve

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Ddlta respectfully requeststhat the
Department expeditioudy grant Ddtaan exemption authorizing it to engage in scheduled foraign

ar trangportation of persons, property and mail between the United States and Portugd,, as

1 Ddtawill acoept the fallowing condition: “The authority granted to sarve intermediate and
beyond paintsislimited to countries with which the United States has 9gned open-skies
agreaments and/or countries for which Ddta holds authority to serve under catificates or
exemptionsissued by the Department, and for which it holds route integration authority by virtue
of ather the presant action or other action of the Department.” See, eg., Notice of Action
Taken dated August 25, 1999, Docket OST-99-6151 (Ddta, U.S-Aruba authority).
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described herein, and that the Department grant any further rdlief deemed to be conggent with

the public intered.

Repectfully submitted,

Robert E. Cohn
Alexander Van der Bdlen
SHAW PITTMAN

2300 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037
(202) 663-8060

Cound for
DELTA AIRLINES, INC.

872630
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