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Delta Air Lines, Inc. (“Delta”) hereby files this Answer to the Joint Petition of

United Air Lines, Inc. (“United”) and Compania Mexicana De Aviacion, S.A. De C.V.

(“Mexicana”) urging the Department to eliminate the anti-exclusivity condition on the

United-Mexicana codeshare arrangement.

For the reasons contained in Delta’s own Petition for Reconsideration filed on

June 22, 1999, there is no basis in law, policy or fact to support the Department’s

imposition of a prohibition against exclusivity clauses in U.S.-Mexico codeshare

arrangements.  As Delta and United/Mexicana demonstrated, U.S.-Mexico is an

extraordinarily open and competitive air transportation marketplace.  Moreover,
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codesharing under contracts which provide for exclusivity have been in the U.S.-Mexico

marketplace for several years without any adverse competitive impacts.

On the basis of Delta’s and United’s Petitions, the Department should promptly

reconsider and withdraw the anti-exclusivity condition on U.S.-Mexico codeshare

authority.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________________
Robert E. Cohn
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Counsel for
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